
  



Intent 
 The OCL Curriculum Statement of Intent has been carefully considered for each curriculum area to 

ensure the content designed meets this at every opportunity.  

The context that our children and young people live in: 

 • Our children live in a world where they require the skills and qualifications, flexibility, emotional 

intelligence and expertise to be leaders and to thrive as human beings. 

 • Our children live in world where accepting themselves as individuals and celebrating who they are 

is key in navigating a complex and ever-changing environment. 

 • Our children live in a world where they need to feel a sense of ability to change things for the 

better and have self efficacy.  

• Our children live in a world where they need a network of relationships and a network of support 

to thrive and excel.  

• Our children live in a world where early development of vocabulary skills is the single most 

important factor to get right as early as possible.  

 

We want our children and young people to:  

• Be inspired to improve the world around them.  

• Have the ambition, skills and expertise to thrive in a fast changing, interconnected and 

communication rich world, with the confidence and technical expertise to thrive.  

• Have a network that supports them. • Be comfortable in who they are and able to continuously 

explore who they are becoming.  

• Be rich in language with a passion for learning.  

• Seek to include others, be other-centred and celebrate difference 

• Have a values approach to life and a sense of what is right and wrong through the lived experience 

of the 9 habits.  

 

Therefore, we focus on developing character, competence and community. The geography 

curriculum specifically meets the OCL statement of intent by focussing on character, competence and 

community in the following areas: 

 

Character:  Geography is an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of 
concepts, knowledge, and skills. Therefore, we want to inspire in children an 
interest and fascination about the world and people within it; furthermore, our 
teaching will prepare pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, 
resources and natural and human environments. We seek to encourage in 
children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will 
remain with them for the rest of their lives, equipping them well for further 
education and beyond. 

Competence Through our curriculum, we aim that all our children have the opportunities to 
build the foundations, which will be strong and purposeful for our children to 
become successful geographers. The Geographical knowledge and skills are 
progressive and are sequenced to provide the framework and approaches that 
provide an explanation of how the Earth’s features at different scales are 
shaped, interconnected and change over time. Furthermore, this geography 
curriculum will enable children to develop knowledge and skills that are 
transferable to other curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote 
their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 



Community We believe that Geography helps to incite and offer answers to questions 
about the natural and human aspects of the world. Through our curriculum, 
the children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and 
knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. Children will investigate a 
range of places – both in Britain and abroad including our Oasis Global 
countries – to help develop their knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s 
physical and human processes. The children will be provided with 
opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local area so that 
they can develop of real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes 
their local area unique and special. 

 

Why is geography important at Limeside? 

 

Geography is an enquiry led subject that seeks answers to fundamental 

questions such as: 
• Where is this place? 

• What is it like? (And why?) 

• How and why is it changing? 

• How does this place compare with other places? 

• How and why are places connected? 

• Who decides who gets what, where, why? What is fair? 

How can I influence this 

 

Implementation 

• Geography inspires a curiosity and fascination about the world and its features 

• It is important to learn from about different places, people, resources and environments to 

develop an appreciation of diversity and commonality 

• Helps children understand aspects of what it means to be human 

• Children learn to appreciate difference and similarity 

• By developing a deep understanding to the Earth’s key physical and human processes, 

children learn to appreciate the wonders of the world 

• Children learn how physical and human processes are interdependent and effect each other 

• Children learn about change over time and its causes and effects 

• It is a core element of cultural capital and hereafter knowledge: an understanding of place, 

cultures and people enhances understanding in other academic subjects particularly English 

• It develops the social and intellectual skills to analyse and interpret the situations that 

children find themselves in.  

• Geography teaches children about sustainability, to care about and  to improve their world 

• It encourages children to ask questions about fairness and express their own views about 

global and local matters 

• It opens the door to a wide world and develops aspirations 

 



To ensure our intent transfers into everyday classroom practice, we use current research in cognitive 

geography to develop pedagogy and specific CPD to ensure subject content is expertly delivered. This is 

alongside individualised coaching in constantly striving to continually improve practice  

What are the key knowledge concepts in geography 

at Limeside? 

Location Natural processes Human processes Interdependence 

The world 
UK 
Europe 
Oceans 
Continents/Countries  
Counties / cities 

Natural features  
(mountains, sea, rivers) 
Natural disasters 
Erosion 
 

Commerce 
Settlement 
Agriculture 
Natural resources 
Energy 
Food /water 
Wealth 
Work 

Local in global context 
Effect on people 
Effect on environment 
 
 

Climate Sustainability  Significance 
 

Change over time 

Weather/seasonal 
patterns 
Climate zones 
Equator/tropics/ polar 

Conservation 
Climate change 
Recycling  
Fairness  
Distribution of 
resources 

Relationship with the 
wider world (regional, 
national international) 
Interconnections  
Impact on different 
people 
Beliefs , values, 
attitudes 

How past influences 
present and future 
Human development 

 

What are the core concepts in geography at Limeside? 

Place Space  Scale  Human and 
physical 
geography 

Environmental 
interaction  and 
sustainable 
development 

 

  



What are the key geography subject discipline skills? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

 

How is geography taught at Limeside? 
 The curriculum is mapped using the core concepts outlined above. We plan for progression using the key 
points outlined in the impact section below. Lesson content is planned towards these progression points and 
follows the model of direct instruction, shared and modelled practice before culminating in independent 
practice and mastery. Each half term’s sequence of learning is built around 5/6 key questions and identify the 
knowledge children need to acquire. This is then applied in an end of theme mastery task. When appropriate, 
we build strong links between geography and history.0 

 
Lesson timings Sequencing of learning  
Geography is taught as a discrete lesson within a 
humanities thematic approach. At least 1 hour each 
week is allocated to humanities (apart from in the 
spring growing topic) Where possible links are made 
between the geography curriculum and English and 
art.  
 

The geography curriculum is carefully sequenced to build 
knowledge. Planning ensures children revisit concepts as they 
move through school and that they use a range of investigative 
skills, allowing children to build knowledge and skills and 
become geographers; inspiring an interest and fascination 
about the world and people within it. 

 

 

• Use maps, atlases, globes at different scales 

• Use directional language and compass directions 

• Use aerial photos, plans, secondary sources 

• Observational skills and precise description 

• Compare and contrast 

• Develop confidence and precision in use of geographical terms and language 

• Identify cause and consequence 

• Discuss people, events and developments 

• Use different sources to find out 

• Report findings in different ways 

• Fieldwork to measure, record, map, graph 

• Empathise 

• Recognise what is significant 

• Ask questions and try to answer them 

• Apply mathematical understanding 

• Make connections across learning 

curiosity, empathy, enquiry, active participation, fairness 

 

 



Geography  Sequence of Learning (in green) 

Term 
Year  

Autumn 1 
Exploration 

Autumn 2 
Heritage 

Spring 1 
Cultures 

Spring 2 
Growing 

Summer 1 
PLSS 

Summer 2 
Our World and Beyond 

1 Geography: different places in 
nature and their key physical 
features, basic maps, modes of 
transport and different shelters. 
Geography: Agent for change - 
Francis Drake (Elizabethan era).  

Geography: Our 
locality. 
Geography: Victorian 
Homes -kitchens, 
bedrooms and toys.  

Physical Geography: 
Brazil and Amazon 
rainforest. 
Human Geography: 
Carnival, favelas, 
cities and daily life 
for Brazilian children.  

 Geography: 
weather, equator 
and its link to 
weather, polar 
regions and their 
wildlife.  

Physical Geography: 
different places, 
weather at the seaside, 
seaside sites around 
the world.  
Human Geography: 
features of the seaside 
and jobs there. 
Geography: Victorians - 
seaside holidays and 
agent for change: 
Grace Darling.  

2 Geography: types of castle and 
their parts, life in a castle and the 
jobs there, Clitheroe Castle, Henry 
VIII, St George and Robin Hood. 
Geography: capital cities of the UK 
and castles found there.  

Geography: Victorian 
Schools -lessons, 
games, discipline and 
changes over time.  
Geography: basic 
mapping of school. 
Features of the areas 
beyond school.  

Physical Geography: 
location, climate, 
vegetation and 
landscape of Africa.  
Human Geography: 
housing, schooling 
and leisure activities 
in Mozambique. Diet 
and agriculture in 
Africa.  

  Geography: Agents 
for change -
Florence 
Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole, Amelia 
Earhart, Moon 
Landing (Neil 
Armstrong).  

Geography: mapping 
the park, functions of a 
park, pollution, rubbish 
and recycling, 
community planning.  

3 Geography: Victorian technology, 
travel and inventors (Stephenson, 
Cayley and Brunel). 
 
 

Geography: physical 
and human features 
of Hollinwood 
(region of UK) and 
local mills (land use).  
Geography: Victorian 
mills and life for 
Victorian children at 
work. Agent for 
change – Earl of 
Shaftesbury. 

Geography: physical 
features (deserts, 
Red Sea and Nile), 
climate and location 
of Egypt. 
Geography: Ancient 
Egyptians - daily life, 
rich/poor, 
mummification, 
pyramids, Book of 
the Dead.  

  Geography: Stone 
Age tools, 
agriculture and 
settlements.  
Bronze Age – tools, 
weapons, trade and 
Stone Henge.  
Iron Age – 
agriculture, 
everyday life and 
hill forts.  

Geography: first moon 
landing, NASA and 
Apollo programme. 
Geography: surface of 
the moon, weather, 
climate zones, climate 
change and global 
warming and taking 
better care of the 
planet.  



4 Geography: Vikings – settlements, 
invasions, longboats, success, 
warriors, King Alfred and houses.  

Geography: 
northwest as a 
region of the UK, 
human features of 
local town (Oldham), 
comparison of 
human features of 
Hollinwood and 
Clarksfield, different 
food specialities and 
migration.  
Geography: moving 
and settling as an 
asylum seeker. 

Geography: India – 
climate, physical and 
human features, 
daily life, homes, 
schools, agriculture 
and trade.  
 

  Geography: 
Romans – their 
empire, 
comparison with 
Celts, roads and 
towns and 
Boudicca’s 
rebellion.  

Geography: major 
oceans, human and 
physical features of 
coasts, the sea’s impact 
on physical geography, 
the sea as a resource, 
dangers of the sea, 
pollution of the oceans 
and impact of climate 
change on the sea.  

5 Geography: agents for change – 
Captain Cook’s discoveries and 
expedition, Marco Polo’s 
exploration and Mary Kingsley’s 
travels in West Africa.  
Geography: Locating countries 
and oceans on maps and plotting 
routes.  

Geography: major 
population centres in 
the UK, UK industries 
and agriculture.  
Location, climate and 
physical features of 
Caribbean. 
Geography: 
Windrush (arriving 
and settling in 
England, work and 
racism).  

Geography: locating 
southern Mexico and 
Central America.  
Geography: Mayan 
civilisation – 
hieroglyphs, 
calendars, 
agriculture, trade, 
social class, worship 
and Maya creation 
story, end of the 
Maya.  

. 
  

Geography: 
identifying and 
locating world’s 
major mountain 
ranges.  
French Alps – 
climate, physical 
features and 
landscape, human 
features (industry 
and tourism) and 
plants and animals 
native to area.  

Geography: tropical 
rainforests, Amazon 
rainforest and river, 
features of rivers, 
rainforest vegetation, 
indigenous groups and 
their way of life in the 
rainforests, changes to 
the rainforest and 
deforestation.   

6 Geography: polar regions, Arctic 
and Antarctic, polar climate and 
global warming’s impact.  
Geography: agents for change – 
Ross, Peary, Shackleton, Scott, 
Hillary and Amundsen and the 
various challenges they all faced.  

Geography: Guy 
Fawkes and the 
Gunpowder plot, 
suffragettes and 
Annie Kenney.  
Citizenship: 
parliament and 
democracy at both 
national and local 
levels. 

Geography: Ancient 
Greece – society, 
clothing, education, 
soldiers and slaves. 

 Geography: eco-
towns, sustainable 
housing, green 
transport, 
recycling, 
sustainable 
community life.  

Geography: Natural 
disasters – volcanoes 
(layers of Earth, 
volcanic eruptions, 
different types, where 
they occur and how 
they can be managed).  
Geography: a past 
volcanic eruption – 
Pompeii.  



Geography: Europe 
as a continent, key 
physical regions and 
location of some 
countries.  

 

 



Impact 

 The ultimate test of the impact of the curriculum is in whether the students know what you want them to know, 
and what you think they should know. This has been carefully mapped against the core concepts for PSHEC  in the 
tables on the following pages. 

To determine this, we check and monitor children’s learning, providing teachers and students with information 
about progress and analysis of deliberate practice. We need to be able to fluidly use ‘checking for understanding’ 
techniques in the moment as well as being able to know what has been learnt and retained over time and the depth 
of that learning:  

We use checking for understanding techniques to ensure we are aware of all students learning during the lesson and 
adapt the pace as necessary.  

Retrieval practice is built in where most impactful to interrupt the forgetting curve and secure constructs in long 
term memory.  

 Depth of knowledge is then assessed through end of unit mastery challenges and against the must know 
understanding detailed in schemes for learning 

 

 

How does Limeside ensure progression in our key knowledge and concepts in 

geography? 

• Topics start with link to place in the world/ map knowledge 

• Learning extends from the familiar and concrete to the unfamiliar and more abstract 

• Knowledge taught becomes more in depth 

• Increasing complexity of language and precision expected 

• More organising and connection of information about people, places, processes and environments 

• Knowledge organisers show precise knowledge children will learn in each topic 

• Children work with more complex information about the world 

•  End points provide simple assessment criteria  

• More independence in enquiry and communication 

• Increase in the range and accuracy of investigation skills 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

End points FS 
Children can 

• Describe their environment 

• Describe different environments 

• Explain somethings that are similar or different between life in this country and another 
country.  

• Ask and answer simple questions. 

• Use basic, topic-specific language. E.g grass, park, shop, factory 

 



Progression Points against the Core Concepts KS 1 and 2 

 KS 1 LKS 2 UKS 2 

P
la

ce
 

Describe some features of the 
locality and say why they are 
important.  
Describe some physical and 
human features of a place in 
another country.(Africa/ Brazil) 
 

 Fieldwork, mapwork, regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, major 
cities.  
Describe some physical/ human 
features of India 
 

Locate the world’s countries 
particularly Europe and some 
South America 
Name and locate UK cities and 
geographical regions, 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, topographical 
features, land use & changes 
over time 
 

Sp
ac

e
  

North and South Poles, 
Equator, 4 Compass points N, S, 
E, W Locational language, name 
& locate: 7 continents & 5 
oceans. Name, locate, and 
identify: 4 countries and 
capitals of UK & surrounding 
seas. 

Locate some world countries. 
Climate linked to equator 

Locate world's counties, cities, 
geographical regions, 
characteristics, topographical 
features, land use & changes 
over time 
Describe features of polar 
climates 

Sc
al

e
 

Begin to ask questions. Identify 
places using maps, atlases, 
globes, aerial images & plan 
perspectives, make maps, and 
devise basic symbols, fieldwork, 
and geographical vocabulary. ▪  

Develop questioning. Locate, 
describe, explain using maps 
(including OS maps), atlases, 
globes, digital mapping, 
measure, record and 
communicate using a range of 
methods including maps, plans, 
graphs. 8 Compass points, 4 
figure grid references. • 
Fieldwork in local & wider 
localities & more distant 
locality – residential. 

▪ Embed questioning. Locate, 
describe, explain using maps 
(including OS maps), atlases, 
globes, digital mapping, 
measure, record and 
communicate using a range of 
methods including maps, plans, 
graphs, writing at length. 6 
figure grid references. ▪ 
Fieldwork in local & wider 
localities & more distant 
locality – residential. Human 
and Physical geography • 

H
u

m
an

 &
 p

h
ys

ic
al

 

Identify seasonal & daily 
weather patterns (UK & local 
scales) Identify hot & cold areas 
of the world in relation to 
Equator & North & South Poles 
Say how places are the same 
and different 

 

Types of local settlement & 
land used 
Describe key aspects of oceans  
and water cycle 
Identify human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including coasts, and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over 
time 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of: Climate zones, 
mountains, volcanoes, 
earthquakes,  
Describe the process and 
impact of natural disasters 
Describe human movement and 
patterns of 
population/settlements 

En
vi

ro
n

am

en
ta

l a
n

d
 

su
st

ai
n

ab
l

e d
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

Knowledge and understanding 
of environmental change and 
impact on local area and 
sustainable initiatives e.g. 
recycling 

Give  examples of impact of 
climate change and pollution 

Describe economic activity, 
trade links, distribution of 
natural resources: energy, food, 
minerals, linked to rainforest 
and natural disasters 





 


