
  



Intent 
 The OCL Curriculum Statement of Intent has been carefully considered for each curriculum area to 

ensure the content designed meets this at every opportunity.  

The context that our children and young people live in: 

 • Our children live in a world where they require the skills and qualifications, flexibility, emotional 

intelligence and expertise to be leaders and to thrive as human beings. 

 • Our children live in world where accepting themselves as individuals and celebrating who they are 

is key in navigating a complex and ever-changing environment. 

 • Our children live in a world where they need to feel a sense of ability to change things for the 

better and have self efficacy.  

• Our children live in a world where they need a network of relationships and a network of support 

to thrive and excel.  

• Our children live in a world where early development of vocabulary skills is the single most 

important factor to get right as early as possible.  

 

We want our children and young people to:  

• Be inspired to improve the world around them.  

• Have the ambition, skills and expertise to thrive in a fast changing, interconnected and 

communication rich world, with the confidence and technical expertise to thrive.  

• Have a network that supports them. • Be comfortable in who they are and able to continuously 

explore who they are becoming.  

• Be rich in language with a passion for learning.  

• Seek to include others, be other-centred and celebrate difference 

• Have a values approach to life and a sense of what is right and wrong through the lived experience 

of the 9 habits.  

 

Therefore, we focus on developing character, competence and community. The RE curriculum 

specifically meets the OCL statement of intent by focussing on character, competence and 

community in the following areas: 

 

Character: Developing children’s personal ability to understand who they are, who they 
want to become and how to achieve that through knowledge of religions, 
beliefs and cultures. Empowering children to have vision and strong personal 
beliefs and for them to understand that they have the right to be themselves. 
Enabling children to understand the beliefs and cultures of others and to 
respect different viewpoints.  

Competence Giving children opportunities to explore world religions, beliefs and cultures 
and not limit experiences for them is crucial to be able to choose their own 
pathway of faith. We will give them personal experiences and share other’s 
experiences to enhance their understanding of diverse cultures of the world. 

Community Children are to develop their sense of belonging through understanding local, 
national and global faiths. Understanding how faiths and beliefs shape 
communities across the world is fundamental for children to have a wider 
perspective of their place in the world and the many different communities 
that make up the world. 

 



Why is RE important at Limeside? 

 

Implementation 
To ensure our intent transfers into everyday classroom practice, we use current research in cognitive RE to 

develop pedagogy and specific CPD to ensure subject content is expertly delivered. This is alongside 

individualised coaching in constantly striving to continually improve practice  

What are the key knowledge concepts in RE at 

Limeside? 

What are the core concepts in RE at Limeside? 

Beliefs and 
belonging 

Signs and symbols Celebrations Religions 

Daily life  
Food 
Dress 
Traditions and practices 

Special objects Rituals 
Festivals 
Celebrations 
Rites of passage 
Death and afterlife 

Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 
Hinduism 
Buddhism 
Sikhism Art and Literature Leaders and teachers Worship in the world 

Stories that carry a 
message (parables) 
Sacred writings  
Art 

God  
Gods 
 Religious leaders  
Messengers/ prophets/ special 
followers  
Special people e.g. saints  
People who have been influenced 
by religion (modern and past) 

Places of worship 
And worship  
Sacred / special places 
Religion in the news 

• to develop understanding, respect and empathy for other people 

• to understand the diverse world in which we live 

• to promote how religion influences people, communities and cultures 

• provides a chance to consider important questions 

• develops a value system and links to British values 

• enables children to make informed choices about moral and social issues 

• provides a chance for children to reflect on themselves and their beliefs and values and to 

explore their own identity, uniqueness and commonality 

• it is a core element of cultural capital and hereafter knowledge: an understanding 

religious matters enhances understanding of other academic subjects particularly English, 

history, human geography 

• RE develops the social and intellectual skills to question, analyse and interpret the 

situations that children find themselves in 

• Thinking Enquiry Creativity Response 
 



What are the key RE subject discipline skills? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is RE taught at Limeside? 

 The curriculum is mapped using the core concepts outlined above. We plan for progression using the key 
points outlined in the impact section below. Lesson content is planned towards these progression points and 
follows the model of direct instruction, shared and modelled practice before culminating in independent 
practice and mastery.  

Each half term’s sequence of learning is built around 5/6 key questions and identify the knowledge children 
need to acquire. This is then applied in an end of theme mastery task. When possible we link RE with other 
humanities study.  In Key Stage 2 the curriculum is sequenced to introduce children to a different religion each 
year, with opportunities to recall, build on and apply their knowledge of different religions each year in 
comparative / thematice RE topics.  Curriculum planning for RE is based loosely on Oldham’s Diocesan 
guidelines but has been adapted to meet our context.  

RE forms part of our PSHEC curriculum. The RE curriculum was revised during the Year 20/21 so it will take 

some time for older children to have the background knowledge about some religions to fulfil end point 

expectations. RE may be embedde through P4C and discussion as children explore their own views and values 

and apply the knowledge they have gained.  

Lesson timings Sequencing of learning  
RE is taught as a discrete lesson for at  least 1 hour 
each week. Where possible RE is linked to other 
curriculum areas for example a study of India in Year 
4, includes a sequence of learning about Indian myths 
in English and learning about Hinduism in RE 

The RE curriculum is carefully sequenced to build knowledge. 
Planning ensures children revisit concepts as they move 
through school and to make comparisons across religions.  
 

• Make sense of beliefs 

• Understand the impact of beliefs 

• Make connections 

• Ask and answer questions 

• Discuss stories, people, beliefs, practices 

• Describe and give reasons for concepts, events, practices, beliefs 

• Interpret – draw meaning from stories, symbols etc 

• Recognise  and explain what is significant 

• Find links and patterns and synthesise different aspects of religions into a meaningful 

whole 

• Compare and contrast 

• Develop confidence and precision in use of religious terms and language 

• Identify cause and consequence 

• Use different sources to find out 

• Report findings in different ways 

• Reflect on own feelings, relationships, beliefs, and big questions 

• Empathise 

• Communicate respectfully 

Thinking curiosity, empathy, enquiry, analysis, communicate and debate, create 

 

 



RE  Sequence of Learning  

Year Autumn 1 
Exploration 

Autumn 2 
Heritage 

Spring 1 
Cultures 

Spring 2 
Growing g 

Summer 1 
PLSS  

Summer 2 
Our World and Beyond 

Reception 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
 

1 What can we learn about 
Christians from the 
stories that Jesus told? 
 
 Values, stories , sacred 
writing  
 

What can we learn from 
traditional Islamic 
stories? 
Values, stories , sacred 
writing  
 
Christmas 

Spring festivals 
e.g. Holi 
Lent 
Special food 
 
Festivals and celebrations, 
stories 

What happened during 
Jesus’ life? 
Religious leaders 
 
Easter palm Sunday 
Jesus to temple  

What happened during 
Mohammad’s life and the 
life of other prophets?  
Religious leaders 

What does the Bible and 
religious texts  tell us about 
our world and how to care for 
it? 
Sacred writing and stories, 
Similarities and differences 

2 Old testament stories 
 
Stories and sacred writing 
symbolis 
 
Ch and I  

How do people from 
different religions 
celebrate festivals and 
whyare they important? 

What happens in a  
Mosque and a church? 
 
What makes some places 
sacred 

Special Islamic and 
Christian  objects and 
practices and why 
muslims use them 
Symbolism  

What does it mean to grow 
up as a Muslim and a 
Christian compare rites of 
passage- birth rituals 
marriage-special 
celebrations /traditions 

 

3 What do Jewish people 
believe?  
Stories , practices , 
festivals 

How do Jews live out 
their beliefs? 
How do they feel part of a 
community 

What does it mean to have 
faith? 
Christian  focus 
Story of Joseph 
commanality with islam 
and judaism 

What is Easter? 
Why is it important to 
Christians? 

What books and writing is 
spectial in Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam? 
How are they the same, how 
are they different? 

What is it like to live in a 
Jewish, Muslim, Christian 
family?  
How do they compare and 
compare with your family? 

4 Why do Muslims believe 
that Muhammad was an 
important leader? 

Angels 
And Saints 

What do Hindus believe? 
How does this affect their 
daily life? 

How do Hindus reflect 
their beliefs in their lives? 

Who were the important  
religious leaders and how 
were they similar and 
different in 4 religions 
studied so far? 

Creation and caring 
Life is precious 
St Francis 
Mother Theresa 

5 Who are important 
leaders for Sikhs? 
Why? 
What do they tell Sikhs 
about how to life their 
lives? 

How do Sikhs live out 
their beliefs? 
How do they feel part of a 
community 

Special places and 
pilgrimages  for different 
religions 
 

Where are religions 
practised in the world? 
What does it mean to 
belong to a religion? 

Significant citizens who have 
been influenced by their 
religion? 

What can we learn about 
fairness, equality and how to 
treat people from different 
religions? 

6 Who are important 
figures and stories in 
Buddhism? 
Why? 
What do they tell  
Buddhists about how to 
life their lives? 

How do Buddhists  live 
out their beliefs? 
How do they feel part of a 
community 

What do different religions 
believe about 
birth/life/death? 
How are they the 
same/different 

What do different 
religions believe about 
birth/life/death? 
How are they the 
same/different 

What do different religions 
tell us about God? 
Why is God important to 
some people? 
What do other people 
believe? 
What do you believe? 

Diffferent religions in 
Oldham? 
 



End points FS 
Children can  
• Talk about different festivals and say what happens 

• Retell some religious stories 

• Talk about some religious artefacts 

• Recognise that different people believe different things and this is reflected in their everyday life 
(dress, celebrations, food) 

• Talk about their own and others’ feelings 

 

Impact 

 The ultimate test of the impact of the curriculum is in whether the students know what you want them to know, 
and what you think they should know. This has been carefully mapped against the core concepts for PSHEC  in the 
tables on the following pages. 

To determine this, we check and monitor children’s learning, providing teachers and students with information 
about progress and analysis of deliberate practice. We need to be able to fluidly use ‘checking for understanding’ 
techniques in the moment as well as being able to know what has been learnt and retained over time and the depth 
of that learning:  

We use checking for understanding techniques to ensure we are aware of all students learning during the lesson and 
adapt the pace as necessary.  

Retrieval practice is built in where most impactful to interrupt the forgetting curve and secure constructs in long 
term memory.  

 Depth of knowledge is then assessed through end of unit mastery challenges and against the must know 
understanding detailed in schemes for learning 

 

How does Limeside ensure progression in our key knowledge and concepts in RE? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Progression Points against the Core Concepts FS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Children learn about a wider range of religions 

• Become increasing able to represent and appreciate others’ points of view in a respectful 

manner 

• Children move from retelling, describing, explaining to interpreting 

• Increasing complexity of language and precision expected 

• Knowledge organisers show precise knowledge children will learn in each topic 

•  End points provide simple assessment criteria including in thinking like a RE wizard 

• Children learn to make comparisons and find similarities across more and more complex 

aspects of religions 

 

 



Progression Points against the Core Concepts KS 1 and 2 

 KS 1 
Christianity and Islam 

LKS 2 
Judaism/ Hinduism 

UKS 2 
Sikhism / Buddhism 

B
el

ie
fs

 a
n

d
 b

el
o

n
gi

n
g 

Give some examples of ways in 
which believers put their beliefs 
into practice 
Identify some core beliefs in 
different religions 
Recognise some similarities and 
differences between people 
and groups of people 
Begin to use a range of religious 
words.  
 Asking and responding 
imaginatively to puzzling 
questions and sharing their 
thoughts.  
Identify what difference 
belonging to a faith community 
might make. 
 

 Explain some of the key 

features of Judaism and 

Hinduism 

Make some links between 

stories, teachings and concepts 

studied and how people live 

individually and in communities 

Begin to explore how the 

beliefs of religious and non-

religious people make a 

difference to their lives. 

Explain some of the key 

features of Hinduism and 

Buddhism and the 4 other 

religions studied at KS 2 

Identify and explain the core 

beliefs of Sikhism and 

Buddhism giving examples from 

texts or sources of authority  

Compare and contrast beliefs 
from different religions.  e.g. 
life after death 
Explain how what people 

believe influences how they live 

and put beliefs into practice 

 

Le
ad

er
s 

an
d

 t
e

ac
h

er
s 

Name some key figures in 
different religions and say what 
happened to them 
Explore the idea that everyone 
has a choice of 
listening/believing 
leaders/teachers.  
 Re-tell stories told by 
leaders/teachers. 
Understand that religious 
beliefs can be expressed in 
different forms of art and 
literature, e.g. buildings, 
sculpture, books. • Understand 
that we can express ourselves 
in different ways 
 

Describe and compare some 

key figures in different religions 

and why they are important 

Make links between key texts 

and why people do things 

Offer some ideas about what 

texts or sources of authority 

mean 

Explore and reflect on some 

ideas of right and wrong, good 

and evil, understanding diverse 

ideas and expressing ideas of 

their own thoughtfully 

Explore why significant people 

within religions are seen as 

‘teachers’ and ‘leaders 

 

Give examples of what sacred 
texts and other sources say 
about God, the world and 
human life. 
Describe why events in leaders’ 
lives are/important to religious 
beliefs 
Discuss and apply their own 
and others’ ideas about ethical 
questions, including ideas 
about what is right and wrong 
and what is just and fair, and 
express their own ideas clearly 
in response. 

A
rt

  a
n

d
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 

Retell some religious stories 
and explain simply what they 
mean to people of that religion 
 

Retell and say what the 

message is of some key 

religious stories  

Find out about and consider 

different forms of religious and 

spiritual expression including 

music, architecture, sacred 

texts, festivals, worship and 

pilgrimages 

 

Explain and give meanings for 

core texts comparing different 

ideas and the lessons people 

might gain 

 



Si
gn
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an

d
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ym
b

o
ls

 

Know some  signs of belonging 
to religions 
 Recognise some different 
symbols and actions, including 
prayer, attending a place of 
worship and reading from a 
sacred text, express faith 
communities’ ways of life.  
Observe different ways of 
expressing identity and 
belonging to faith groups, 
including wearing clothing and 
taking part in acts of worship. 

Say  how some religious and 

spiritual ideas can be expressed 

in different ways. 

Describe and make connections 

and comparisons between 

different features of the 

religions they have learned 

about including beliefs, 

symbols, practices 

Reflect on a range of symbols 

and actions showing links 

between different religions.   

 

C
e

le
b

ra
ti

o
n

s 
 

Understand some key 
celebrations within religions 
e.g. Christmas, Easter, 
Hanukkah, Noticing differences 
and similarities between 
celebrations  

Explain differences and 
similarities between 
celebrations in 4 religions 
Explore how different religions 
celebrate different and similar 
things and why 

Describe and reflect on the 
significance of celebrations for 
faith members. • Make 
connections between 
celebrations in 6 religions 
learnt – similarities and 
differences. Explain them 

W
o

rs
h

ip
 in

 t
h

e 
w

o
rl

d
 

Describe 2 different places of 
worship and what happens 
there 
 

Describe how people show 

their belief in worship referring 

to 4 religions 

Give some ways that religion 

makes a difference to people’s 

life 

Find similarities and differences 

between different places of 

worship and sacred places 

 

 

Describe the influence of 
beliefs, values and traditions on 
individuals, communities, 
societies and cultures, including 
their own 
Give some examples of the 

challenges and benefits of 

commitment to a faith 

community 

 



 

Ask and answer questions. 
Use precise, topic-specific 
language. 
Join in with discussion and give 
their opinions 
Give simple reasons for events 
or actions using ‘because’. 
Present their findings. 
Reflect on a religious and 
spiritual feelings, thoughts, 
experiences and concepts such 
as worship, sadness, wonder 
giving some examples 
Explain what matters to them 
and others, including religious 
viewpoints 
Think, talk and ask questions 
about whether the ideas they 
have been learning about 
relate to them. 
Give reasons for the views 
they have and connections 
they make 
 

Ask important questions and 

suggest answers about why 

beliefs and practices are 

important to people 

Give reasons for their views 

and the connections and 

comparisons they have made. 

 

Consider how ideas studied 

relate to their own experiences 

and beliefs and those of others 

Give good reasons for the 

views they hold and the 

connections they make 

Discuss and apply their own 

and others’ ideas about ethical 

questions, including ideas 

about right and wrong, and 

justice and fairness 

 





 


