
  



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Intent 

 The OCL Curriculum Statement of Intent has been carefully considered for each curriculum 

area to ensure the content designed meets this at every opportunity.  

 

The context that our children and young people live in: 

 • Our children live in a world where they require the skills and qualifications, flexibility, 

emotional intelligence and expertise to be leaders and to thrive as human beings. 

 • Our children live in world where accepting themselves as individuals and celebrating who 

they are is key in navigating a complex and ever-changing environment. 

 • Our children live in a world where they need to feel a sense of ability to change things for 

the better and have self efficacy.  

• Our children live in a world where they need a network of relationships and a network of 

support to thrive and excel.  

• Our children live in a world where early development of vocabulary skills is the single most 

important factor to get right as early as possible.  

 

We want our children and young people to:  

• Be inspired to improve the world around them.  

• Have the ambition, skills and expertise to thrive in a fast changing, interconnected and 

communication rich world, with the confidence and technical expertise to thrive.  

• Have a network that supports them. • Be comfortable in who they are and able to 

continuously explore who they are becoming.  

• Be rich in language with a passion for learning.  

• Seek to include others, be other-centred and celebrate difference 

• Have a values approach to life and a sense of what is right and wrong through the lived 

experience of the 9 habits.  
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Therefore, we focus on developing character, competence and community. The Writing 

curriculum specifically meets the OCL statement of intent by focussing on character, 

competence and community in the following areas: 

 

Character: All children will see relatable characters and themes in quality literature that 
exemplify the Oasis ethos and 9 habits. All children will experience texts that 
reflect cultural, social and linguistic diversity, as well as introducing a world 
beyond the familiar. They will recognise how we are all continually developing 
our character and can be transformed into the best versions of ourselves by 
overcoming challenges with resilience. They will explore other viewpoints and 
develop empathy.  
All children will develop their own voice and have a choice about what they 
want to communicate with others. 

Competence All children will be functionally literate and flourish inside and outside the 
classroom, regardless of their starting points. They will develop fluency and 
confidence and learn to write in a wide range of genres for different purposes 
and audiences. 
Focussed learning will be the foundation of every lesson with an emphasis on 
knowledge and skills that are spaced, progressive and revisited. 
Developing rich and powerful vocabulary enables children to communicate 
effectively and with confidence. 
 

Community Writing (linked to oracy)  gives children the power to connect with,  influence 
and transform their community.   
Through writing they consider different communities locally and across the 
world. 
They support each others’ writing and learn from others’ ideas. Children grow 
as writers who care and have a message to share.  
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Implementation 
To ensure our intent transfers into everyday classroom practice, we use current research in cognitive 

science to develop pedagogy and specific CPD to ensure subject content is expertly delivered. This is 

alongside individualised coaching in constantly striving to continually improve practice 

What are the key concepts in writing at 

Limeside? 

Composition Fluency 
Composition is the way the writer assembles words and 
sentences to create coherent and meaningful work. It 
drives the writing process which signals writers to the 
conscious and considered creation of texts. It consists 
of planning and rehearsing, drafting or composing, 
editing and improving and publishing or performing.  
Research suggests that cumulatively rereading work to 
establish the flow and direction is important and drilling 
down to the smallest parts of composition, so there is 
sharp attention of details.  
Teacher demonstration of each stage of this process is 
crucial to children becoming fluent writers 

Fluency in writing gives the individual the skills and 
power to manipulate grammar and vocabulary choices, 
sentence structures and organisational features with 
the reader in mind. The internalised ‘sense of a reader’ 
supports a pupil to make appropriate and powerful 
choices and an ability to continually assess the impact 
of their work in relation to the audience and purpose.  
Fluency in the mechanics of writing enables children to 
create coherence and frees cognitive space to think 
about style, vocabulary and impact.  
Developing fluency starts with simple retelling, 
through adaptation to creation of new pieces of 
writing.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Handwriting Spelling   
Effective writing skills are dependent on developing 
handwriting skills in order to facilitate the higher order 
skills of content and creativity. Pupils who have not 
mastered this essential skill are unable to fulfil their 
potential in tasks that require handwriting and as a 
consequence they become frustrated and disenchanted 
or just quietly underachieve. By effectively teaching 
handwriting we produce enthusiastic and efficient hand 
writers who can convey ideas, thoughts and feelings on 
to paper and thus  fulfil their potential as 
communicators. 

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective 
transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately 
through knowing the relationship between sounds and 
letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology 
(word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) 
of words. Learning to spell helps to cement the 
connection between the letters and their sounds and 
learning high frequency “sight words” to mastery level 
improves both reading and writing. The correlation 
between spelling and reading comprehension is high 
because both depend on a common denominator: 
proficiency with language. The more deeply and 
thoroughly a student knows a word, the more likely 
they are to recognise it, spell it, define it, and use it 
appropriately in speech and writing. 

Punctuation Grammar 
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Punctuation is both an authorial and secretarial 
element of writing. It consists of the use of standard 
symbols, spaces, capitalisation and indentation to help 
the reader understand written text. It provides the 
conventional framework for sentence structure. 
Ambiguous, unpunctuated sentences can change the 
meaning and confuse the reader. Effective teaching of 
punctuation enables writers to organise a text, 
generate coherent sentences and make grammar and 
vocabulary choices. A deeper understanding can then 
be established when children use punctuation 
accurately alongside syntax variation; they can then 
manipulate sentences to create flare and fluency. 

Grammar is powerful; it is grammar that gives sense to 
language. It enables young writers to explore the 
infinite choices available to them in shaping creative 
stories and building critical, effective texts. 

Genre Audience and purpose 

Different writing requires different styles and writer 
choices. Children experience and learn about the 
structures and language features of both fiction and 
non-fiction tests to enable them to write effectively and 
powerfully across the curriculum  

Thinking about the audience and purpose is integral 
to effective writing. It guides the intent of writing and 
determines how simple or complex the vocabulary, 
sentence structures and punctuation should be. 
Children’s understanding of purpose and audience 
develops to include choices about  levels of 
formality, bias and tone.  

 

Oracy  

Being able to rehearse and recall sentences and 
structures orally are the first steps to developing 
powerful writing. Trying out and speaking different 
ideas and expressing themselves clearly and confidently 
is essential to develop effective writing. As children 
develop as writers they need to develop an inner 
monologue to refine and improve ideas. They need to 
develop the skills to listen to their own compositions 
and to perform them for others 

 

 

How is writing taught at Limeside? 
Direct and Daily Indirect and daily Direct and targeted 
Teaching of phonics  
Writing is taught daily for at least 
an hour per day as part of a literacy 
lesson which also includes aspects 
of reading, grammar, handwriting 
and spelling. Handwriting is 
practised discretely in short 
sessions. Spelling practice is also an 
expectation of home learning. 

Wider independent writing through 
application of writing skills in 
different subject areas 

High-quality, evidence based, 
structured interventions that 
support pupils who are struggling 
with aspects of writing and 
accelerate learning to narrow the 
attainment gap 
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Reading and writing are reciprocal processes. The teaching of writing is centred on a high quality text 
or model that captures the children's interest from the outset. Children move from shared and 
modelled writing to independent practice. Whenever possible the teaching of grammar is embedded 
in writing contexts. Learning to write is a complex process and it is every child’s entitlement. To 
engage children in writing, we provide purposeful reasons to write where pupils learn to enjoy 
writing expressively, imaginatively and informatively for purpose. We make writing part of daily life, 
linked to play, fictional and real experiences. We encourage the children to develop personal voice, 
style, stamina and range as a writer. We understand that developing children as writers is so much 
more than asking them to remember grammatical constructions or tricky spellings. It is a 
complicated and intricate process – and if you enable a child to become a writer you have given 
them a voice, supported them to communicate and provided them with a skill that is vital for all of 
their schooling and to their life beyond. 

Writing units are organised around a jigsaw with 6 key concepts. These are taught and applied over 
the module and children are expected to draw on these skills in an end of unit mastery challenge. 
The jigsaw enables children to see how the component knowledge contributes to the composite end 
piece. 

Grammar and Punctuation  

We believe that children need to be in control of their grammar choices to improve the precision 
and the impact of their writing. Technical control of grammar means that pupils can show readers 
that they have good understanding of the English language and that they are able to manipulate it 
for their own desired outcomes. Grammar objectives are weaved throughout each writing unit. 

Spelling 

A multi-strategy approach to spellings based on excellent knowledge of specific spelling rules is the 
approach we’ve taken to spelling. This includes activities that focus on phonological understanding, 
approaches to secure the long term memory of these spellings (mnemonics) and activities that check 
their understanding of meaning. Our spelling sequence of learning is based on No Nonsense Spelling 
and is itemised in the spelling pathway.  

Handwriting 

Handwriting is of fundamental importance to educating our pupils because pupils who do not learn 
to read and write fluently and confidently are, in every sense, disenfranchised. Handwriting is a 
physical activity that involves movement and recognition skills that need to be learnt and become 
part of the automatic cognitive skill set of the pupil.  

The programme has four threads.  

• Making bodies stronger  

• Holding the pencil (for speed, comfort and legibility) 

• Learning the letters as movements  

 

  



Writing Sequence of Learning  

Year Exploration 
Autumn 1 

Heritage 
Autumn 2 

Cultures 
Spring 1 

Growth 
Spring 2 

PLSS 
Summer 1 

Our world and beyond 
Summer 2 

1 Adventure stories with 
strong sequences 
Tell events in order  
Say and remember a sentence 
before writing,  
Read back each sentence  
Correct letter formation 
beginning to use strokes 
Use letter, word, sentence  
Use clear spaces between 
words 
Use capital letter to start 
sentence full stop at end 

Read, describe, talk and write 
about characters in stories 
with familiar settings. Read, 
sequence and tell personal 
and other recounts 
Discuss, recite  and change 
poems 
Use and to join adjectives and 
nouns 
Capital letters for people and 
places. 
Full stops  
ascenders/descenders 
Plural s/ es 

Read, talk about, retell 
traditional and fairy stories. 
Describe traditional 
characters  
Retell beginning, middle, end 
Join ideas with and 
Past tense .ed –ing  suffix 
Adjectives before noun  
Capitals for names places 
Reread sentence to check 
sense. 
Read writing to someone else 
so they can hear it 

Read, discuss, write own 
information books. 
Use features of non-fiction 
texts (contents, index, titles, 
subheadings, pictures, 
captions) 
Read, follow and write own 
instructions  
Sequence processes 
Time signal words 
Commands 
Write questions with ? 
Third person s/ es 
Use but so and to join ideas 
Alphabet order 
Form and size capital letters 
correctly 
 

Read, discuss, retell part, and 
adapt patterns and phrases, 
from stories with predictable 
and patterned language. 
Read, discuss, recite adapt 
poems with patterns of 
rhyme, sounds, 
Write exclamations and 
questions with? ! 
Use because to describe a 
character 
Un as a prefix  
Suffixes er est 

Read, discuss, retell and 
adapt stories set at the sea. 
Describe character using 
because  and settings 
 
Sentences with capital letters, 
full stops, ? ! 
Capital letters for names, 
days, places 
Time sequence words 
Join ideas with and, but so 
Help someone to find and 
correct mistakes 

2 Traditional stories  
Sequence/causal relationship 
Describe character and 
setting 
Traditional language  
Instructions  
Use organisational devices 
Plan by collecting ideas  
Reread and change for 
accuracy, order and clarity. 
Past tense – rules for adding 
suffix ed 
Adjective noun phrases 
Simple & compound 
sentences 
Commands/sequencing 
signals 
  

Information texts Recounts 
own and others’ experiences.  
Alphabetical ordered texts 
Cause and effect 
Use features to find 
information 
Use planning devices to 
collect vocab and ideas 
Poetry 
Learn , adapt, imitate 
Recite with expression 
Use rules to add suffix ing/ ed 
Commas in lists 
Conjunctions  because, when, 
if  

Stories from Africa  
Use story language, 
Discuss & describe settings 
Change 1 aspect of a story 
Non-chronological recounts  
Features of information text. 
Adjective, adjective noun 
Adverbs for how –ly 
Suffix er and est 
Apply past tense 
Conjunctions when , because, 
if  
Capital letters for names, 
places, months, special days. 
 

Adventure stories - 
Explanations building ideas 
with extra information for 
each section 
 
Suffix ly for adverbs 
Conjunctions  
Present tense 
Adjective, adjective noun 
Apostrophe for contractions  
Time sequence words 
Questions  
Reread and improve 5 things 

Stories that follow a pattern  
Read, discuss, understand, 
compare, retell and adapt  
Poems with patterns 
Read, practise, perform 
Predictions, comparisons 
Character portraits  
Tell each part from story plan 
Apostrophes singular 
possession and contractions 
Noun phrases for description 
 

A longer story.-  
Discuss and infer characters’ 
feelings 
Evaluate important aspects 
Letters for different purposes 
_ infer ideas about writer. 
Cause and response 
Write in first/ second person 
Build on ides  
Apostrophes for singular 
possession 
Different types of sentence   
Read writing aloud 
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Year Exploration 
Autumn 1 

Heritage 
Autumn 2 

Cultures 
Spring 1 

Growth 
Spring 2 

PLSS 
Summer 1 

Our world and beyond 
Summer 2 

3 Adventure story 
build up , story hill, deduce 
and show character’s feelings, 
, active reading for 
connections and clues create 
settings 
Recount linked to humanities 
Read , summarise, infer to 
extend detail 
 
Noun phrases with commas 
Preposition and adverbs to 
show time 
Subordinating conjunctions  
Paragraphing with support 
Embed sentence punctuation, 
contractions 
Capitals for proper nouns 
Begin to join letter patterns 

Playscript -conventions of 
layout. 
Understanding character in 
longer fiction  
Poetry 
 
Discuss examples, perform, 
discuss words and phrases 
that they like  
Adverbs/ adverbials (rules for 
suffix ly, _ ing as adverbial) 
Perfect tense with have/ has 
Contractions 
Punctuate direct speech  
Noun phrase adj, adj, adj or 
noun with… 
Begin to join letter patterns 

Traditional story / myth 
linked to Ancient Egypt  
traditional features, typical 
themes, language 
Write alternative, scenes and 
portraits of characters 
Non-chronological reports 
Note making  
subheadings/paragraphs 
Apostrophe for possession 
singular 
Prepositions / adverbs for 
place 
Add suffixes beginning with 
vowels 
Capital letters all proper 
nouns/ titles 
Increase consistency of 
joining, linking more letters 

Shape poems  
 
Mystery story. Describe how 
scenes create mystery. 
Summarise. Words and 
phrases that capture 
attention. Precise use of 
adjectives. Show characters 
 
Instructions – read, follow, 
evaluate, create purpose of 
text features 
Negative commands/ precise 
adverbs/ adverbials 
 
a/ an 
plural s or possessive s 
punctuate speech including 
different sentence types 
balance between pronouns / 
nouns 
subordinating conjunctions 
prepositions /adverbs for 
time/ place/ manner 
Ensure descenders and 
ascenders are sensibly sized 
and joined appropriately 

Extended story with 
repeating pattern comparing 
to other work by same author 
Describe and create 
characters and settings 
Reader reaction 
Show characters through 
actions, speech description 
Patterns and conventions of 
non-fiction texts 
(including tables, charts, 
diagrams, fact boxes, 
questions) organise notes 
Possessive apostrophe plural 
and singular 
Vary nouns and pronouns  
Paragraphing with support 
Capital letters for 
subheadings, titles 
Show cause and effect using 
subordinating conjunctions  
Irregular plurals 
Most letters joined. 
Ascenders/ descenders are 
vertical 

Stories set in fantasy worlds 
–imagine, create characters 
and settings.. 
Letters for different purposes  
Build ideas in sections. Talk to 
reader.  
Suffixes beginning with 
vowels to words of more than 
1 syllable 
Start some sentences with 
subordinating conjunction 
Build on ideas adding detail 
Prepositions / adverbials for 
time / place / manner 
Speech punctuation 
Most letters are joined. 
Ascenders and descenders 
equal in height/ even space 
 

4 Adventure story  -read, 
evaluate author’s techniques, 
link ideas across text, 
speculate, imagine, retell,  
create and improve 
adventure stories 
Use of suspense including 
setting from small details 
Character development  

Playscript  
Deductions about characters 
from words/ stage directions  
Poetry –figurative language  
Story set in past 
Use relevant small details to 
evoke settings and characters 
including past period 
Figurative,descript,language.  
Paragraph new person/ place 
Use perfect tenses 

Traditional myths or stories 
from other cultures (India) 
features of myths and typical 
story themes 
Compare settings, beliefs, 
customs with own and those 
in other stories. 
descriptive language. 
 
Non-chronological report 

Novel about a dilemma - 
cause and consequence, infer 
feelings and motivation, 
imagine different viewpoints. 
write character sketches, 
imagine alternative endings 
Explanations –information,  
cause and consequence, 
structure &  features.  
note making, technical vocab 

Poetry  patterned poems. 
Identify forms and effect of 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
 
Letters –structure/ purpose, 
infer ideas about writer,  
 
Information leaflets –for 
different purposes/ audiences 
Experiment, improve phrases 
and choice of vocab. 

Fantasy stories, imagine, 
describe, invent settings/ 
characters using small details, 
effective language. 
, adapt and create plots for 
characters giving enough 
information for reader. 
 
Persuasion –features of 
arguments. ,research and 
organise ideas,  
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Newspaper reports - read, 
recognise features, evaluate, 
compare and create  
Note making  
Facts / opinions  Headilines 
Strong verbs 
Fronted adverbials with 
comma for time 
Subordinating clause, e.g., as 
before, after, while, once, 
Paragraphs linked to planning 
Consistent past tense  

Adverbials for manner 
including fronted,  with , 
Command, statement, ! ? 
Contractions  
Personal pronouns 
Thesaurus for vocab 
Embed direct speech 
Subordinating conjunction to 
start sentence 
 

Organisational devices to 
locate information. 
Scanning, summarising, 
Combine different sources 
Paragraphing  from plans  
Technical words  
Fronted adverbials for place 
Intensifiers  
Add suffixes to 2 syllable 
words 
 

conditional and language of 
possibility (modal verbs) 
Adverbials for time, place, 
manner. Cohesion through 
time signposts 
Past, present future tense 
Paragraph from plan: new 
person, place, time 
subordinating clauses with 
comma for cause and effect  
 

-ing to create noun phrases, 
as adverbial 
Rehearse and perform 
Combine adverbials and 
preposition phrases 
Modal verbs  
Ist , 2nd , 3rd person 
Past, present, future tense 
Use different nouns and 
pronouns to interest reader 

 
Use –ed to create noun 
phrases, adverbial phrases 
Determiners for precision 
Evaluate own and others  
 
 
 

Year Exploration 
Autumn 1 

Heritage 
Autumn 2 

Cultures 
Spring 1 

Growth 
Spring 2 

PLSS 
Summer 1 

Our world and beyond 
Summer 2 

5  Recounts –  for different 
readers and purposes   
Facts and opinions, infer 
feelings, motives, thoughts 
Story openers –for different 
stories including use of 
language and genre 
Topic sentence, 
presentational devices 
Expanded noun phrases  
relevant precise vocabulary 
Past tense/ past perfect 
Embed speech punctuation 
3rd / 1st person assumed point 
of view with coherence of 
vocab/ style 
Relative clauses with relative 
pronouns: who, where,  
Direct quotations 
Apostrophes for possession  
 
 

Mystery/Horror Ghost fiction 
–suspense, imagine settings, 
infer motivation, track clues,                         
cause and effect.  
dialogue for purpose.  
Explanation –
structure,statistics, pictures, 
quotes for authenticity,. 
Expanded noun phrases with 
descriptive/ precise 
vocabulary including 
determiners/ intensifiers 
Non-finite verbs as adverbials 
Relative clauses g with 
relative pronouns who, 
which, that 
Cause and effect adverbials 
and conjunctions 
Brackets for parenthesis 
 

Fables, legends, myths (from 
English and other cultures)–
read, discuss, compare 
including different versions, 
understand traditions, 
identify conventions, themes. 
Precis, retell orally and in 
writing, adapt and invent. 
Advertisements- 
read, compare, evaluate, 
discuss purpose, audience 
and techniques used, fact/ 
opinion, reliability, techniques 
used and language choice. 
Write own advertisements for 
different audiences 
Demonstrative for cohesion 
Expanded verb phrases 
Relative clauses pronouns 
whose, which 
Commas for parenthesis 
Language for effect 
Abbreviations 
Modal verbs f possibility and 
likelihood 

Film scripts 
Prepare scripts detailed 
directions including for 
camera. techniques to build 
tension/ humour. Rehearse, 
produce, edit, show films. 
Coherence of character, 
register, tone 
Argument –letters, editorials, 
speeches, for persuasiveness, 
techniques, clarity, quality of 
information, reliability, 
Infer information about writer 
and audience 
Fact, opinion, ambiguity, 
summarise 
Hyphen 
Dashes for parenthesis 
Commas for tag phrases 
Formal style 
Modal verbs in different 
tenses 
Personal pronouns 

Reports to compare and 
contrast –features. Research 
and organise information  
Commas to avoid ambiguity 
Sophisticated noun phrases  
Adverbials and signposts for 
cohesion and to support 
reader 
Several subordinating 
conjunctions in a sentence. 
Discussion (balanced 
argument) – . Research, 
organise, debate and use 
ideas linked to topic. 
Formal style 
Signposts for cohesion 
Personal / impersonal 
Conscious use of punctuation 
vocabulary for effect  
Conditional language 
including modals across 
tenses 
Logical, cause and effect 
connectives, conjunctions, 
adverbs. 
Apply relative pronouns/ 

Non chronological report and 
explanations – read, discuss, 
compare, research, combine 
info from different sources, to 
write reports for different 
audiences with different 
levels of formality 
Short narratives and parts of 
longer stories -read, write, 
adapt, commenting on effect 
of language, themes, genre 
conventions and tracking 
ideas 
Bullet points 
Reported / direct speech 
Perfect form of verbs 
Links between paragraphs 
and across text e.g. 
end/beginning 
Range of tenses 
Commas for tag phrases, 
parenthesis 
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Year Exploration 
Autumn 1 

Heritage 
Autumn 2 

Cultures 
Spring 1 

Growth 
Spring 2 

PLSS 
Summer 1 

Our world and beyond 
Summer 2 

6 Biographies and 
Autobiographies – read, 
evaluate, compare, imagine 
and infer details from range 
of biographies, consider 
purpose and audience. Write, 
edit and improve own 
biographies. 
 
Reliability (bias, fact, opinion) 
Inclusion and expansion of 
detail 
Parts of speech 
Range of sentences 
Reader awareness 
Cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 
Reported / direct speech/ 
quotes 
 
 

Mystery story – read, 
analyse, compare, track ideas, 
structure and authorial 
techniques. Imitate, adapt 
and create own mystery 
stories 
 
Information texts  - read, 
analyse, discuss, evaluate, 
research and record key 
ideas in non-fiction texts  
 
Choice of language including 
figurative 
Narrative techniques 
(flashback, build up, 
suspense) 
Character development 
Colon, semi-colon 
Apostrophes  
Identify all parts of speech 
Effect or presentational 
techniques 
Reader awareness 
Different audiences 
Relative clauses 
Passive active 
Cohesion (demonstratives, 
cause and effect 
Precise extended noun/ verb 
phrases 
 
 
Angles in triangles/ 
quadrilaterals/ on straight 
line, drawing triangles 
 

Traditional stories/ myths- 
read, compare, adapt, invent, 
noticing themes, conventions, 
use of language, purpose,  
 
Reports to compare and 
contrast – read, analyse, 
discuss, evaluate, research 
and record, link key ideas in 
non-fiction texts. Organise, 
write and edit own 
comparison reports from 
reading. 
 
Audience awareness (adapt 
for formal/informal/ different 
ages) 
Variety of sentences including 
with : ; 
Coherence within and across 
paragraphs (end links to 
beginning, repetition) 
Coherence as expert or story 
teller, through use of 
language, tone and register 
Presentational devices 
Dialogue  
Dashes 
 
 
 
 
 

Persuasion – extended 
advertisements including 
leaflets – read, evaluate, 
compare, analyse, imitate, 
create, noticing purpose, 
audience, effective 
presentational and structural 
features and language use. 
Argument – read, evaluate, 
compare, analyse, counter, 
create persuasive arguments, 
noticing structure, language 
techniques and features 
Cohesion within, between 
paragraphs including 
structure 
Developing points in detail 
Full range of sentence 
including rhetorical questions 
Precision in use of verbs 
including modals, adverbs 
Hyphens 
Full range of punctuation 

Realistic stories – read, 
discuss, compare, infer 
feelings and motivation of 
characters offering 
alternatives, compare similar 
treatments of same theme/ 
issue. 
Story through development 
of character and emotions 
not action. 
Reader awareness 
Precision in noun/verb 
phrases and use of figurative 
language. 
Cohesion 
Application of variety of 
sentences for effect 
Application of range of 
punctuation 
 
Poetry – read, respond, 
evaluate, comment on 
effective elements including 
figurative language, imagine, 
infer and visualise from a 
range of poems. Respond  
 

Discussion – read, compare, 
evaluate respond to, collect 
and develop arguments and 
counter arguments, debate 
and write discussions. 
Imagine point of view from 
different perspectives. 
Write for an audience,  
Facts / opinions 
Coherence through adverbs, 
signposts, person, use of 
language. 
Apply modals, precise verb 
forms and tenses 
Apply different sentence 
structures including multi-
clause sentences. 
Apply full range of 
punctuation 
 
Range of writing across 
genres for portfolio 

 



Spelling pathway 
Year 1 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
Spell tricky words 
he she we me be was you they all are my 
her   
Spell HF words then, see, with, for now 
down look is 

tricky words: said,  so, go have , like, 
some, come, were, there, little, one, do, 
when, what, out 
Spell HF words: children just help went 
from  will that this  his her 

oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, 
called, asked, could, should, would 
old, by, time, house, about, your, day, 
made, came, make, here, saw, very 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Spell tricky words:  
Days of the week  
High frequency time, all, what, when, 
have, don’t, can’t, I’m just, their, off 

do, today, says, were, where, love, once, 
friend, school, push, pull, full, our  

 

Spell high frequency words:  want 
wanted water away over know, bear, 
again very every everyone round around 
magic other 

Year 2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
Spelling 

• Segment polysyllabic words and 
use this in spelling 

• Thrass card or GPC chart to 
generate alternative spellings 

• Use Phase 3, 4 and 5 phonics in 
spelling 

• /ai/ sound spelt i (find, kind, mind) 
 

Spell common exception words: find, 
kind, mind, behind, child, children*, wild, 
climb, beautiful, door, poor, floor, 
because, people, money, again 
 
Spell and use homophones and near 
homophones: see/sea, be/bee, 
blue/blew, flower/flour, bare/bear, 
whole/hole, night/knight 

 

 Spelling 
Spell words containing:  

• The /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and 
y 

•  /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge and 
g 

• /n/ sound spelt kn or gn 
 

Spell common exception words: every, 
everybody, even, great, break, steak, 
pretty, after, fast, last, past, father, class, 
grass, pass, plant, path, bath, sure, sugar, 
eye, who, Christmas, Mr, Mrs, parents, 
knew 
 
Spell and use homophones and near 
homophones: sun/son, to/too/two, 
one/won, hear/here, knot/not, hour/our. 
 

 

Spelling patterns 

• The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le, –el, –
al at the end of words and words 
ending –il 

• /r/ sound spelt wr 

• Add –ing, -ed, –er and –est to 
words ending in an e 

• Rules for adding –y to words ending 
with an e 

• /i:/ spelt ey 

• /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the end of 
words 
 

Spell Common exception words: most, 
only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, 
move, prove, improve, could, should, 
would  
Contractions: we’re, he’s ,she’s I’ll ,I’ve, 
let’s, it’s there’s, that’s, we’ve, Can’t , 
won’t, couldn’t, wouldn’t, shouldn’t, 
isn’t, aren’t 
Spell and use Homophones: quite/quiet, 
Buy/by, dear/deer, for/four 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Spelling 

• Adds –es to nouns and verbs ending 
in –y exceptions The /i:/ sound spelt 
–ey (donkeys, monkeys, etc.). 

• The / ɒ / sound spelt a after w and 

qu want, watch wander, squash 

• The /ʒ/ sound spelt s e.g. television, 
treasure, usual 

• Spell words ending in –tion 

• Add suffixes –ful, -less and –ly 
 

Spell high frequency words  Water, 
suddenly, through, thought, other, eyes, 
other, clothes, these, after, more, any, 
many, clothes, busy,  half 
Spell homophones: there/their/they’re, 
new/knew, shore/sure, meat/meet, 
pour/poor 

 

Spelling 

• The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l and ll 

e.g. wall always, talk  

• The /ʌ/  sound spelt o other, 

brother, mother, Monday 

• The / ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w  

word, work, worm, world, 

• The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le, –el, –
al at the end of words 

• Formation of nouns using suffix -
ment, -ness  
 

Spell high frequency words: Magic, 
suddenly, dragon, ever, never, every, 
everyone,  other, another, great, 
different, garden, work, use, horse, even, 
gone, better  
 
Spell Homophones: Some/sum, 
stair/stare, weak/week, plain/plane, 
tail/tale 

Revise and embed spelling rules from 
the year. 
 
High frequency words: any, many, 
laugh, laughed, friend, friends, please, 
narrator, new, knew, right, write, only, 
real, really 

 
homophones: revise, embed and apply 

from this year 
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Year 3 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

New pathway spelling rules: 

• Revise rules for adding suffixes and 

changing root word s, es, er, ed, 

ing  

• Words with the /eɪ/ sound 

spelt ei (vein), eigh (eight), 

aigh (straight) or ey (they) 

• Revise use of apostrophe for 

omission in contractions.  

• Use prefixes dis– and un- 

• Revise use of apostrophe for 

singular possession 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
 
Commonly misspelt words: answer 
Describe eight/eighth height weight, 
straight, strange, Experiment forward(s) 
grammar history, learn  
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
 
Homophones : brake/break, grate/great, 
eight/ate, weight/wait, son/sun, 
there/they’re/their, where/wear/were,  
here/hear,  saw/sore. 

 

New pathway spelling rules: 

- Prefixes: the prefix mis– have 

negative meanings  

- Prefixes: re– means ‘again’ or 

‘back’ 

- The /ɪ/ sound spelt y 

elsewhere than at the end of 

words (e.g. myth, gym, 

pyramid) 

- Words ending with the /g/ 
sound spelt ‘-gue’ (e.g. 
tongue, league) and the /k/ 
sound spelt ‘-que’ (French in 
origin) (e.g. unique, antique) 

Revise and embed corresponding term 

of Year 2 

 

Commonly misspelt words build, centre, 

accident. circle. group, important, length, 

material, opposite, position, regular, 

strength      

Revise and embed corresponding term 

of Year 2 

Homophones: berry/bury, knot/not, 
mail/male, meat/meet missed/mist,  

Rules/patterns  

- Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch 

- rules for adding suffix ly) to an 

adjective to form an adverb.  +ly 

takeaway e +ly    

- Revise use of suffixes:–ment,  

–ness, –ful , –less and –y to form 

adjectives 

- Prefixes sub- and tele- 

- Adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words of more 

than one syllable (double final 

consonant if last syllable is 

stressed). 
- Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
 
Commonly misspelt words appear, 
caught, decide, February, often, 
possible, remember, thought, question 
sentence 
Through, woman/women 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 

Homophones: Its /it’s, which/witch, 

steel/steal, bare/bear/ cell/sell, 
sent/scent 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Spelling rules: 
- Possessive apostrophe with 

plural words (apostrophe after 

s) 

- Use suffixes –ness and -ful 

- Prefixes: inter– means 

‘between’ or ‘among’  

- Super- and auto- prefixes 

- Words with endings sounding 

like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/  sure, ture, 

cher 

- Words with the /k/ sound 

spelt ch 

Commonly misspelt words arrive breath 
breathe, calendar, fruit, minute, 
potatoes, quarter, address, favourite’ 
bicycle, believe 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 

 
Homophones: cerial/serial, coarse, 
course, die/dye, hair/hare, heal/ 
heel/he’ll, hole/whole, in/inn, 
maid/made 
 

 

Spelling rule: 
- -ly to words ending –le and–ic add –

ally and exceptions 

- Spelling words with irregular 

plurals 

- Apostrophe with plurals that do not 

end in s. 

- Prefixes: anti– means ‘against’ 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
Commonly misspelt words probably, 
promise, century, certain (certainly) 
consider, different, disappear, earth, 
enough, exercise, heart 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
Homophones: Mail/male, pair/pear, 

peace/piece/ pray/prey, real/reel, 

root/route, sew/ so, shore/sure 

 

 

Spelling rule: 
- The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou e,g, 

(young) 

- Revision and embedding of all 

spelling rules 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
 
Commonly misspelt words island, 
popular, surprise, perhaps, guide, 
famous, early, guard, heard, library 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 2 
Homophones: sew/so, shore/sure, 
suite/suite, waist/waste, groan/grown,  
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Year 4 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
NEW Spelling 

- Words with the /ʒə/ sound 
spelt as ‘sure’ (e.g. treasure, 
measure, etc.)  

- Revise the possessive 
apostrophe on singular nouns. 

- Revise words ending with the 

/g/ sound spelt –gue and the 

/k/ sound spelt –que (French 

in origin) 

- The suffix –ation 

- Words with silent l following 
vowels e.g calm, salmon 

- Words with silent b following 

m or before t e.g  plumb debt, 

doubt 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
 
Spell common exception words: 
pressure, continue, difficult, experience, 
notice, peculiar, special 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
Spell and use homophones and near 
homophones: peace / piece, 
main/mane, fair/fare, By/buy/bye, pail / 
pale,  wait / weight, chews, choose, of/ 
off profit/prophet, 

 

NEW Spelling: 
- The prefix in– and derivations 

Before a root word starting 

with l, in– becomes il Before a 

root word starting with m or p, 

in– becomes im 

- Before a root word starting 

with r, in– becomes ir 

• Revise Words with the /eɪ/ 

sound spelt ei (vein), eigh 

(eight), aigh (straight) or ey 

(they) 

- Revise The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou 

e,g, (young) 

- Revise Words with the /ʃ/ 

sound spelt ch 

- Adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words of more 

than one syllable (double final 

consonant if last syllable is 

stressed). 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
Commonly misspelt words actual(ly) 

accident(ally), busy/business, complete, 
occasion(ally), suppose 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
Homophones pairs / pears, weakly / 
weekly threw/through, which/witch 
farther, father, past/passed  

Spelling patterns 
- The /g/ sound spelt gu (E.g. 

guitar, guard, guide etc.) 

- Prefixes: anti– means ‘against’ 
- Words with endings sounding 

like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/  sure, ture, 

cher 

- Possessive apostrophe with 

plural words (apostrophe 

after s) 

- Revise Prefixes             

sub– means ‘under’ 

- Revise Prefixes super– 

means ‘above’. ( e.g. 

supermarket, superman, 

etc.) 

- Revise Prefixes: auto– 

means ‘self’ or ‘own’. 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
 
Commonly misspelt words increase 
decrease, interest, knowledge, medicine, 
separate, therefore, though/although 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
 
Spell and use Homophones: scene/seen, 
bawl/ball, mail/male, guessed/guest, 
board / bored, rode/road/rowed, 
cell/sell, heard/herd who’s/whose 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Spelling rules: 
- Endings which sound like /ʒən/  

spelt –cian, -sion, -tion and –ssion. 

- If the ending sounds like /ʒən/, it is 

spelt as –sion. (division, Endings 

which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, 

–sion, –ssion, –cian 

- –tion is the most common spelling–

ssion is used if the root word ends 

in ss or –mit. 

- –sion is used if the root word ends 

in d or se. (expansion, Exceptions: 

attend – attention, intend – 

intention. 

- –cian is used if the root word ends 

in c or cs. (musician,  

- Words with silent h following r and 

c (e.g. rhino chorus)  

- Revise Prefixes: inter– means 

‘between’ or ‘among’  

- Revise Prefixes: anti– means 

‘against’ 

Spelling rules: 
- Revise Words with the /s/ sound 

spelt sc 

- Revise –sion is used if the root 

word ends in d or se. (expansion, 

Exceptions: attend – attention, 

intend – intention. 

- Revise – apostrophes for 

possession on singular and plural 

nouns 

- Words with silent h following w  e.g 

whirl, whine  

- Words with silent g before n e.g. 

gnarled, gnome 

- Words with silent k before n e.g. 

knuckle know 

Revise and embed corresponding term of 
Year 3 
 
Commonly misspelt words various, 
imagine, particular, extreme, 
possess(ion) 

Spelling rules: 
- The suffix –ous 

- Sometimes the root word is 

obvious and the usual rules 

Sometimes there is no obvious 

root word. (tremendous 

- –our is changed to –or b A final ‘e’ 

of the root word must be kept if 

the /dʒ/ sound of ‘g’ is to be kept. 

(courageous efore –ous 

- If there is an /i:/ sound before the  

–ous ending, it is usually spelt as i, 

but a few words have e. 

- Revise prefixes un-, dis-, in-, re-, 

sub-, inter-, super-, anti- and auto- 

- Revise adding -ly to words ending –

le and–ic add –ally and exceptions 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 
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Revise and embed corresponding term of 
Year 3 
 
Commonly misspelt words mention, 
Naughty, natural, ordinary, purpose, 
recent, reign Revise and embed 
corresponding term of Year 3 

Homophones Waist/waste hoarse / 
horse, ring / wring, , flaw / floor  

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 3 

 
Homophones missed / mist groan / 
grown cymbal / symbol pause / paws, 
Aloud/ allowed. 

 

High frequency words: Revise and 
embed corresponding term of Year 3 
and all of Year 4 

 
Homophones Cent scent sent heal / heel 
brews / bruise, cellar / seller, loch / lock, 
Led/lead, steal/steel, 
 

 
 

Year 5 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
New spelling rules: 
- Words made by the letter group 

ough 

- Words beginning with silent  h e.g. 

hour, heir, honest 

- Revise words with silent letters:  

• b after an m (thumb),  

• silent h following r and c (e.g. 

rhino chorus),  

• silent t after b (debt, doubt),  

• silent h following w  (e.g 

whirl, whine, )  

• silent g before n (e.g. gnarled, 

gnome),  

• silent n after m (autumn, 

solemn)  

• silent k before n (e.g. knuckle 

know) 

- Spell words with ible able ending 

Words ending in –able and  

–ible 

- Ensure rules for changing adjectives 

into adverbs are applied (-ly) 

- Spell words with common ending 

 -ious 
- Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt 

–cious or –tious 

 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

Commonly misspelt words: aggressive, 
attached, average,’ dictionary. equip (–
ped, –ment), excellent, forty, 
Immediate(ly), programme, temperature 

 

Homophone rein/rain/reign, crews/ 
cruise  pray / prey  principal / principle, 
medal / meddle   allowed / aloud, Aisle/ 
isle, heard/herd, past/passed,  
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 
 
 

New spelling rules: 

• Use of the hyphen 

• Revise: Apostrophes for 

possession 

• Revise: plurals adding –s, -es 

and –ies. 

• Use a dictionary to support 

learning word roots, 

derivations and spelling 

patterns. 

• If the root word ends in –ce, 

the /ʃ/ sound is usually spelt as 

c – e.g. vice – vicious 

• Verbs, adj, nouns with prefix 

De/ dis / re 

• Convert nouns or adjectives 

into verbs using suffix –ate –en 

• Convert nouns or adjectives 

into verbs using suffix -ise  

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

 

Commonly misspelt words: 
communicate, community, environment, 
government, familiar, identity, individual, 
available,  prejudice, queue 

 

Homophone grate/ great,  berries / 
buries, manner / manor  slay / sleigh 
metal / mettle  advise/advice, descent/ 
decent, accept/except 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

 

New spelling rules: 

• Revise apostrophes for possession 

• Words ending in –ably and –ibly  

• Words ending in –ant,  

–ance/–ancy,  

–ent,  

–ence/–ency  

• Use –ant and –ance/–ancy if there 

is a related word with a /æ/ or /eɪ/ 

sound in the right position; –ation 

endings are often a clue 

• Use –ent and –ence/–ency after 

soft c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ 

sound) and qu, or if there is a 

related word with a clear /ɛ/ sound 

in the right position 

• Verbs, adj, nouns with prefix pre-/ 

pro-/inter- 

• Convert nouns or adjectives into 

verbs using suffix -fy -ify 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

Commonly misspelt words: ancient, 
determined, develop, frequently, 
language, profession, recommend, 
soldier, suggest, twelfth, bruise, 
guarantee, vehicle, yacht, immediately,  
 

Homophone You yew ewe  
soared/sword, wares / wears  miner / 
minor, dew / due  earns / urns, holy / 
wholly  cue / queue, Altar/alter, 
lead/led, steel, steal. 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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New spelling rule: 

- Words with /i:/ spelt ‘ei’ 

- ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words 
- Verbs, adj, nouns with prefix trans-

/un- /bi- 

- Use suffixes for changing verbs to 

nouns -tion, -ism -nes -ity -ist -ir -im 

-in 

- Spell possessive pronouns and 

correct use 

- Spell words with common endings 

ial  

- –cial is common after a vowel letter 

and –tial after a consonant letter, 

but there are some exceptions 

- Verbs, adj, nouns with prefix mis- / 

over- 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

Commonly misspelt words: competition, 
existence, explanation, leisure, muscle, 
persuade, physical, shoulder, stomach 

Homophone knead / need  pore / pour  
bough / bow (v) genes / jeans  muscle / 
mussel, praise / prays vain / vein, band / 
banned mind / mined. 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

New spelling rules: 
- Verbs, adj, nouns with prefix ex / co/ 

tele 

- Convert nouns or adjectives into 

verbs using suffix ive ist 

- Adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words ending in –fer 

The r is doubled if the –fer is still 

stressed when the ending is added. 

 

- The r is not doubled if the –fer is no 

longer stressed 

 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 

Spellings: referring, reference, category, 

definite, opportunity, pronunciation, 

relevant, restaurant, symbol, system, 

vegetable, cemetery 

 
Homophones: ceiling / sealing coarse / 
course , pride / pried   ascent / assent, 
patience/ patients,  Cereal/serial, 
father/farther, morning/mourning , 
guest/guessed, who’s/whose, Revise and 
embed corresponding term of Year 4 

New spelling rules: 
- Use the first four letters to check 

the spelling of words in a 

dictionary. 

- Use suffixes taught so far are used 

correctly (–ing, -ed, -es, -ies, -s, and 

–ous) 

- Verbs, adj, nouns with prefix im/ir/il 

pro sus 

Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 
Commonly misspelt words curiosity, 
lightning, recognise, rhyme, rhythm, 
disastrous, secretary, foreign, especially, 
desperate 

Homophone guise / guys  rapper / 
wrapper, clause / claws berth / birth  
boy / buoy, intense / intents practice/ 
practise sole/ soul conscious/ conscious 
Revise and embed corresponding term 
of Year 4 
 

 

Year 6 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
Commonly misspelt words 
accommodate 

accompany 

according 

achieve 

necessary 

neighbour 

sufficient 

thorough 

variety 

mischievous 

 

Commonly misspelt words 

awkward 

committee 

conscience* 

conscious* 

embarrass 

harass 

interfere 

interrupt 

occupy 

parliament 

 

Commonly misspelt words 

bargain 

convenience 

exaggerate 

guarantee 

marvellous 

occur 

sacrifice 

yacht 

criticise (critic + ise  

nuisance 

 
Affect effect 
Desert dessert 
Stationary stationery 
Bridal bridle 
Principal principle 
Ascent assent 
Descent dissent compliment/ 
complement 
Draft/ draught/ drought 

  

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Commonly misspelt words Commonly misspelt words Commonly misspelt words 
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apparent 

appreciate 

controversy 

hindrance 

privilege 

vehicle 

amateur 

correspond 

signature 

sincere(ly) 
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Impact  
The ultimate test of the impact of the curriculum is in whether the students know what you want 

them to know, and what you think they should know. This has been carefully mapped against the 

core concepts for writing in our termly milestones. These are intended as a guide to aid quick 

assessment and track progress. They are not intended to be used as tick box lists.  

Depth and application of knowledge from each unit is assessed through a mastery challenge at the 

end of each unit of work. 

Summative Testing • 

Normative, standardised tests include:  

• End of term Headstart Tests in spelling and grammar  

• KS1 SATs and KS2 SATs 

 

  



Year 1 Writing Milestones 

Autumn  Spring Summer 
• Develop positive attitudes and stamina for writing 

• Plan by talking about what they are going to write 
about. 

• Order events 

• Begin to sequence sentences to form short recounts 

• Reread last sentence to help think of next idea 

• Read their writing to someone else 

• Name letters of alphabet in order, say alphabet 

• Use capital letters, spaces, full stops in several 
sentences 

• Use capital letters for names and familiar places 

• Join words with and (including 2 adjectives) 

• Say sentence, remember, reread 

• Check  sentence against sentence checklist 
 
Handwriting 

• Form letters correctly with clear ascenders and 
descenders 

• Sit letters on the line 
 
Phonics 

• Phonics phase 3 and 4 secure 

• Recognise phonics phase 5 new graphemes 

• Spell  and use plural suffixes s and es 
• Write phase 2/3/5 graphemes when given sound 

 
Spelling 
Spell tricky words: he she we me be was you they all are 
my her, said,  so, go have , like, some, come, were, there, 
little, one, do, when, what, out, children just help went 
from  will that this  his her 
 
Spell HF words: then, see, with, for now down look 
is(using letter names) 
 
 

• Develop positive attitudes, fluency and stamina for writing  

• Plan by making suggestions about ideas and words 

• Order events and ideas orally and using pictures 

• write several sentences about the same subject to form parts of 
information texts 

• Discuss what they have written 

• composing a sentence orally before writing it, remember it and 

reread what they have written to check that it makes sense and to 
check punctuation against the sentence checklist 

• Read aloud their writing clearly to be heard by peers and teacher 

• Correct errors identified by teacher 

• Use ed and ing when the root word does not change 

• Use capital letters and full stops and clear spaces in most sentences 

• Write questions with a ? and a capital letter 

• Join two simple sentences with so but and 

• Use an adjective in front of noun 

• Use capital letters for names and places. 
 

Handwriting 

• Form capital letters correctly, with correct sizing linked to ascenders 
in lower case letters 

Phonics 
Know and use: 

• alternative pronunciations 
I(find) o(cold) c (cent) g (giant) ch (school)(chef) u (put) ow( cow) ie (field) 
a (what) y (by) (very) ou (could) ea (bread) 

• Phase 5 alternative spellings e.g. /ai/ spelt as ai, ay,  a-e, (a- baby).  

• Blend words containing phase 5 new graphemes including adjacent 
consonants 

Spelling: 

• Spell double letters after 1 vowel in short words ff, ll, ss, zz and ck 

• Use spelling rule: adding s and es to third person singular verbs 

• Use spelling rule: f not ph in everyday words 

• Use spelling rule : n before k 

• Add suffix er when root word does not change 

• Add suffix ing, ed when root word does not change 

• Spell tricky words: oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, 
could, should, would. 

• Spell HF words: old, by, time, house, about, your, day, made, came, 
make, here, saw, very, Days of the week, time, all, what, when, have, 
don’t, can’t, I’m just, their, off. 

Develop positive attitudes, fluency  and stamina for writing 
• Uses and adapts patterns and phrases from reading. 

• Plans by collecting words and phrases with help from teacher and 
group. Draws on words collected. 

• Writes several sentences for beginning, middle and end of story 

• Drafts and improves some sentences/lines on white board. 

• re-read what they have written to check that it makes 
sense and to check punctuation 

• Reads writing aloud clearly so it can be heard by peers and 
teacher. 

• Discusses writing with teacher. 

• Finds some mistakes independently and corrects them.  

• Writes exclamations using a capital letter and ! 

• Punctuates end of sentence with either a . ! or ? 

• Join two simple sentences with so but and or because 

• Consistently uses capital letter for start of sentence, names, 
places and start of lines of poetry. 

• Recognises adjectives and verbs 

 
Handwriting 

• Letters are correctly formed, orientated and sized including 
capital letters and numbers 

 
Spelling  

• Uses prefix un to change meaning of verbs and adjectives 

• Adds suffixes er and est to adjectives when no change in root 
word. 

• Consistently adds s, es to 3rd person singular verbs and plural 
nouns  

• Consistently uses ed for past tense and ing for present participle 

• Spell high frequency words: do, today, says, were, where, love, 
once, friend, school, push, pull, full, our  

• Spell all Year 1 spelling words. 
 

Phonics 

• Secure in phase 4/5 phonics, including alternative spellings.  
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Year 2 writing milestones  

Autumn  Spring Summer 

• Write narratives about personal and others experiences. 
Write about real events.  Retell traditional stories 

• Plan by collecting key words, including new vocabulary 

• Encapsulate ideas in sentences by rehearsing and 
repeating as they write.  

• Reread writing to check it makes sense; it is in the right 
order and to proof read for errors in spelling. 

• Use sentence checklist to help say, write and check. 

• Write in consistent past tense, including continuous past 
using -ing (know rules for adding –ed and -ing to verb 
including doubling letters, y to I, lose the e) 

• Recognise nouns and adjectives 

• Use commas to separate items in lists 

• Write descriptive sentences using noun verb adj, adj and 
adj. 

• Write extended noun phrases with 1 preceding noun 

• Use conjunctions. E.g.  and, or, but, when, because, if. 

• Accuracy with full stops and capital letters in simple and 
compound sentences. 

• Use capital letters correctly for names and places 

• Alpha ordering according to first letter 
Spelling 

• Segment polysyllabic words and use this in spelling 

• Thrass card or GPC chart to generate alternative 
spellings 

• Use Phase 3, 4 and 5 phonics in spelling 

• /ai/ sound spelt i (find, kind, mind) 

• The /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and y 

•  /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge and g 

• /n/ sound spelt kn or gn 
 
Spell common exception words: find, kind, mind, behind, 
child, children*, wild, climb, beautiful, door, poor, floor, 
because, people, money, again, every, everybody, even, 
great, break, steak, pretty, after, fast, last, past, father, class, 
grass, pass, plant, path, bath, sure, sugar, eye, who, 
Christmas, Mr, Mrs, parents, knew. 
Spell and use homophones: see/sea, be/bee, blue/blew, 
flower/flour, bare/bear, whole/hole, night/knight, sun/son, 
to/too/two, one/won, hear/here, knot/not, hour/our. 

• Write about real events and places/write narrative about fictional 
experiences.  Retell and adapt structures of familiar stories. 

• Plan by writing down ideas in sequence e.g. flow charts/story plans 

• Plan by saying each part aloud on their plan a story plan 

• Write several sentences about each stage of process/part of story. 

• Encapsulate ideas in sentences by rehearsing, improving and repeating as 
they write. 

• Expanded noun phrase -  2 adjectives and a comma E.g the hungry, angry 
lion 

• Sentences joined with and, but so or subordinating conjunctions because, 

when, if , that (after, before, while) 

• Sentence punctuation capital letters, full stops or question mark, commas in 

lists including adj, adj almost always accurate. 

• Use of suffixes –er –est on adjectives  

• Use simple adverbs with correct spelling of ly 

• Capital letters for names, places, months, days and special days 

• Say each sentence, write, check, reread to formulate next sentence. 

• Evaluate their writing with the teacher 

• Reread for sense, tense, punctuation and spelling errors. 

• Read aloud writing with appropriate intonation to make meaning clear  

• Reread writing to add extra words or change words to improve. 
Spelling patterns 

• /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le, –el, –al and occasionally –il at the end of words 

• /r/ sound spelt wr. E.g. write, wrong, etc. 

• Add –ing, -ed, –er and –est to words ending in an e 

• Rules for adding –y to words ending with an e. E.g. scare > scary 

• /i:/ spelt ey 

• /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the end of words. E.g. sky. 

• Adds –es to nouns and verbs ending in –y. Exceptions: words ending with –
ey  (donkeys, monkeys, etc.) 

• The / ɒ / sound spelt a after w and qu. E.g want, watch wander, squash 

• The /ʒ/ sound spelt s e.g. television, treasure, usual 

• Spell words ending in –tion 

• Add suffixes –ful, -less and -ly 
Spell Common exception words: most, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, 
move, prove, improve, could, should, would, water, suddenly, through, thought, 
other, eyes, other, clothes, these, after, more, any, many, clothes, busy,  half.   
Contractions: we’re, he’s ,she’s I’ll ,I’ve, let’s, it’s there’s, that’s, we’ve, Can’t , 
won’t, couldn’t, wouldn’t, shouldn’t, isn’t, aren’t.quite/quiet, Buy/by, dear/deer, 
for/four, there/their/they’re, new/knew, shore/sure, meat/meet, pour/poor 

•  Plan stories by adapting familiar (Winnie) structure  

• Plan by  saying each part aloud on their plan a story plan 

• Plan by writing ideas and vocab on a given plan 

• Write several sentences for each part of a story 

• Draft short parts or lines on a whiteboard 

• Say each sentence, write, check, reread to help formulate 
next sentence.  

• Reread with others to add extra words or change words 
to improve writing. (change 5 words to improve writing). 

• Experiment with changing words and word order 

• Reread for sense and tense.  Proof read for errors in 
spelling. 

• Practise and perform poems. Read aloud writing with 
appropriate intonation to make meaning clear 

• Create presentation pieces 

• Capital letters for new line of poetry, nearly all proper 

nouns including months 

• Apostrophes to mark singular possession 

• Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in 
spelling.  

• Sentence punctuation capital letters, full stops or 

question mark, commas in lists  ! almost always 

accurately. 

• Sentences joined with and, but so or subordinating 

conjunctions because, when, if , that (after, before, 

while) 

• Expanded noun phrases using with or in after the noun. 

Spelling 

• The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l and ll e.g. wall always, talk  

• The /ʌ/  sound spelt o other, brother, mother, Monday 

• The / ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w  word, work, worm, 

world, 

• The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le, –el, –al at end of words 

• Formation of nouns using suffix -ment, -ness  
Spell high frequency words: Magic, suddenly, dragon, ever, 
never, every, everyone,  other, another, great, different, 
garden, work, use, horse, even, gone, better, any, many, 
laugh, laughed, friend, friends, please, narrator, new, knew, 
right, write, only, real, really. Homophones: Some/sum, 
stair/stare, weak/week, plain/plane, tail/tale 



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Year 3 writing milestones 

Autumn Spring Summer 

• Plans writing by discussing and recording ideas 

• Composes and rehearse sentences orally improving them by 
changing vocabulary  

• Creates settings, characters and adapt plots 

• Uses headings, subheadings, character: in playscripts 

• Makes improvements to writing to make it sound better 

• Checks and improve spelling and punctuation in writing 

• Plans in paragraph chunks using planning structures 
 

• Writes in consistent past tense 

• Uses consistent 1st or 3rd person 

• Capitalises many proper nouns 

• Uses extended noun phrases e.g. adj, adj noun with comma 

• Uses some adverbials to signal time and manner 

• Uses some subordinating conjunctions e.g. when, before, 
after, while, once 

• Punctuates direct speech with inverted commas and 
reporting clause 

 

• Spells adverbs with rules for ly suffix +ly takeaway e +ly    

• Uses apostrophes for omission 

• Adds suffixes s, es, er, ed, ing and change root word if 
needed 

Spelling patterns   

• /eɪ/ sound spelt ei (vein), eigh (eight), aigh (straight) or ey 
(they) 

• The /ɪ/ sound spelt y (e.g. myth, gym, pyramid) 

• Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt ‘-gue’ (e.g. tongue, 
league) and  ‘-que’ (French in origin) (e.g. unique, antique) 

Commonly misspelt words 
answer, describe, eight/eighth, height weight, straight strange 
Experiment, forward(s) grammar history learn build, centre, 
accident, circle. group, important, length, material, opposite, 
position, regular, strength      
Homophones: brake/break, eight/ate, weight/wait, 
there/they’re/their, where/wear/were,  here/hear,  berry/bury, 
knot/not, mail/male, meat/meet missed/mist, 
 
Handwriting: Join several letters, know which letters don’t join 

• Plans by discussing and using structures provided to organise 
ideas  

• Composes and rehearse sentences orally improving them by 
changing sentence structures 

• Makes  improvements by  adding/ changing detail 

• Proof reads for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors  

• Reads  aloud their writing using appropriate intonation /volume 

• Describes characters, settings, and events  
 

• Nearly always uses possessive apostrophe for singular 
possession 

• Recognises difference between plural s and ‘s 

• Uses nouns and pronouns appropriately so writing sounds right 

• Capitalises nearly all proper nouns 

• Uses more subordinating conjunctions e.g. because, if , when, 
while, before, after, although, as   

• Uses range of adverbials to signal place, time, manner 

• Uses present, past, future and command form 

• Uses a or an correctly 

• Accurate commas in lists, ? ! full stops 
Spelling rules: 

• Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch 

• Use suffixes:–ment, –ness, –ful , –less and –y  

• Add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more 
than one syllable (double final consonant if last syllable is 
stressed). 

• Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 

• Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/  sure, ture, cher 

• Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch 
Commonly misspelt words appear, caught, decide, February, often, 
possible, remember, thought, question sentence, through, woman, 
women arrive breath breathe, calendar, fruit, minute, potatoes, 
quarter, address, favourite’ bicycle, believe 
Homophones: Its /it’s, which/witch, , bare/bear/ cell/sell, 
sent/scent, cereal/serial, die/dye, hair/hare, heal/ heel/he’ll, 
hole/whole, maid/made, of off 
Handwriting:  

• Joins 3 letters correctly in words 

• Descenders and ascenders are sensibly sized and do not touch 

• Adapts vocabulary, grammar and structure to write for 
different purposes 

• Plans using different frameworks provided by teacher 

• Writes narratives with details of characters, plot, setting 

• Uses organisational devices in non-fiction 

• Suggests and makes improvements to writing for quality 

• Proof reads for spelling, punctuation, grammar and sense. 
 

• Appropriately uses capital letters for almost all proper 
nouns, titles and subtitles   

• Uses  expanded noun phrases with 2 adjectives separated 
by comma and some additional detail 

• Uses simple past, present, and progressive tenses 

• Plural and singular s v agreement is generally accurate 

• Uses a range of different types of sentence: statement, 
question, command, complex with subordinating 
conjunction, with capital letter ? ! or full stop and commas 
in lists 

• Uses apostrophes for omission, most singular possession 
and some plural possession 

• Punctuates direct speech with inverted commas and 
reporting clause 

Spelling rules: 

• -ly to words ending –le and–ic add –ally and exceptions 

• Spell words with irregular plurals 

• The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou e,g, (young) 

Commonly misspelt words probably, promise, century, certain 
(certainly) consider, different, disappear, earth, enough, 
exercise, heart 
Homophones: Mail/male, pair/pear, peace/piece/ pray/prey, 
root/route, sew/ so, shore/sure, waist/waste, groan/grown, 

 
Handwriting:  
Shorter words are joined accurately 
Words are spaced evenly. 
Ascenders and descenders are even 



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Year 4 writing milestones 

Autumn Spring Summer 

• Plans writing by discussing and recording ideas 

• Composes and rehearses sentences improving them by 
changing vocabulary and sentence structures  

• Creates settings characters and adapts plots in narratives 

• Uses simple organisational devices such as conventions of 
playscript, subheadings, headlines 

• Proof reads for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors  
• Performs own scripts/writing using intonation/volumes 

• With support from plan uses some paragraphs 
 

• was /were agreement 

• Uses range of fronted adverbials with commas 
• Starts sentences with subordinating conjunctions with comma: 

e.g. when, before, after, while, once, as,   

• Punctuates with fullstops, capital letters, ! ? and some 
commas 

• Punctuates dialogue with new line, inverted commas .!?. 
reporting clause 

• Uses past, present tense correctly including continuous 
forms (is going, was shopping) 

• Uses the possessive apostrophe on singular nouns. 

• Uses apostrophes for most contractions 
Spelling rules 

• words with the /ʒə/ sound spelt as ‘sure’ (e.g. treasure)  

• The suffix –ation 

• Spell words with silent l following vowels e.g calm, salmon 

• Spell words with silent b after m or before t (plumb/debt/doubt) 

• Spell words with prefix in, im, ir, il 

• Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei (vein), eigh (eight), aigh 
(straight) or ey (they) 

• The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou e,g, (young)  
Commonly misspelt  words: pressure, continue, difficult, experience, 
notice, peculiar, special, actual(ly), accident(ally), busy/business, 
complete, occasion(ally), suppose 
homophones and near homophones: peace / piece, main/mane, 
fair/fare, By/buy/bye, pail / pale,  wait / weight, chews, choose, of/ 
off, pairs / pears, weakly / weekly, threw/through, which/witch 
farther/father, past/passed 

Handwriting: 

• Use diagonal and horizontal lines need to join most letters. 

• Plans writing by discussing and recording ideas and collecting 
technical terms 

• Changes vocabulary, sentences and content to better suit genre 

• Adds additional ideas and information to writing as part of editing  

• Proof reads for spelling and punctuation errors and singular plural 
agreement 

• Uses new paragraph for new time, place, person, event in fiction 
and for new topic in non-fiction 

• Shows characters through actions, speech, thoughts applying rules for 
speech punctuation 

 

• Uses intensifiers : e.g. very, really, completely, quite, slightly, etc 
• Uses language of possibility could might modals perhaps, 

• Uses several fronted adverbials 

• Uses past, present , future tense appropriately 

• Uses subordinating conjunctions to signal cause and effect because, if as 
although, until, and starts some sentence with subordinating 
conjunction and comma 

• Uses apostrophe for singular and some plural possession 

• Applies use of capital letter, commas in lists, and commas after fronted 
adverbials and in some subordinate clauses,  full stops, ?,  

 

• Spelling rules: 
▪ Endings which sound like /ʒən/ spelt –cian, -sion, -tion and –ssion.  

• Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/  sure, ture, cher 

• The /g/ sound spelt gu (E.g. guitar, guard, guide etc.) 
▪ words with silent h following r and c (e.g. rhino chorus)  
▪ irregular past/present tense verbs: bite, build, keep, creep, sleep, 

sweep , rise, speak , feed, eat, lay, pay  
▪ adds suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than 

one syllable (double final consonant if last syllable is stressed 
 
 

Commonly misspelt words increase decrease, interest, knowledge, 
medicine, separate, therefore, though/although 
mention, naughty, natural, ordinary, purpose, recent, reign  
Homophones Waist/waste hoarse / horse, ring / wring, , flaw/ floor, 

scene/seen, , mail/male, guessed/gue,t board/bored rode/road/rowed 
cell/sell,l heard/herd 
Handwriting:   
Joins most  writing fluently and legibly 

• Writes for a range of purposes showing some features of the 
genre in choices of vocabulary and grammar 

• Improves writing by  changing vocabulary, word order and 
sentence structures for variety and effect  

• Edits for tenses, and subject verb agreement, punctuation and 
spelling  

• Reads aloud their writing with clear intonation and volume 

• Describes setting and characters in narratives 

• In non-narrative writing, uses simple devices to structure the 
writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, 
bullet points) 

• Uses paragraphs to organise ideas 

• Uses fronted adverbials and pronoun referencing to link within 
and between paragraphs. 

• Uses different verb forms which are mostly accurate (present 
and past progressive, present perfect and ing verbs) and some 
modal verbs 

• Some variation of sentence structure through a range of 
openings (Fronted adverbials, subject reference and speech) 

• Use expanded noun phrases, adverbs and adjectives for 
precision, clarity and impact. Including with –ing phrase 

• Using a wider range of conjunctions (Subordinating and co-
ordinating) to join sentences with more than one clause. 

• Uses ?, ! inverted commas, apostrophes for omission and 
possession, commas for fronted adverbials, lists and some 
subordination mainly correctly 

• Chooses determiners 
 
Spelling rules: 
▪ spell words  with the /s/ sound spelt sc 
▪ spell words ending in tion, sion 
▪ spell words with the suffix ous 
▪ spell words with some silent letters e.g wh, gn, kn 
▪  
Commonly misspelt words:  various, imagine, particular, extreme, 
possess(ion)  
 
Homophones: missed / mist groan / grown cymbal / symbol pause 
/ paws, Aloud/ allowed. 



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Year 5 writing milestones 

Autumn Spring Summer 

• Write effective  recounts, mystery story, explanations for 
different audiences 

• Research and plan using effective notes to prepare for 
writing 

• Draft and improve vocab and grammar to enhance meaning 

• Edit for sense, spelling and punctuation making 
improvements  

• Create characters, settings and atmosphere 

• Use presentational devices tables, subheadings, bullet points 
 

• Use relative clauses demarcated with commas  

• Use rules for punctuating direct speech including reporting 
clause  

• use commas after fronted  adverbial phrases and 
subordinating conjunctions 

•  create expanded noun phrases (including info after the 
noun) for factual concise information 

• Brackets  

• Use adverbials and cause and effect conjunctions to build 
cohesion in paragraphs.  

• Write in paragraphs 

• Use apostrophes for possession 
 
Spelling  

• Spell words made by the letter group ough 

• Words beginning with silent  h e.g. hour, heir, honest 

• Spell words words ending in –able and –ible 

• Spell words with common ending –ious –cious or –tious 
 

Commonly misspelt words: aggressive, attached, average,’ 
dictionary. equip (–ped, –ment), excellent, forty, immediate(ly), 
programme, temperature, communicate, community, 
environment, government, familiar, identity, individual, 
available,  prejudice, queue 
 
Homophone rein/rain/reign, crews/cruise pray/prey  principal/ 
principle, medal/meddle, allowed/aloud, , heard/herd, 
past/passed, ,  berries / buries, manner / manor  slay / sleigh 
metal / mettle  advise/advice, descent/ decent, accept/except. 

• Write for a range of purposes and audiences using features of 
myths/ legends/ fables and advertising texts, film scripts and 
persuasion 

• Organise notes and ideas to plan for writing 

• Use presentational devices features of adverts , playscripts, 
bullet points 

• Draft and improve vocab and grammar to enhance meaning 
including adding detail or taking away parts 

• Edit for grammar, spelling, effect and punctuation making 
improvements  

• Perform their own compositions 
 

• Use commas and or brackets for parenthesis  

• Relative clauses introduced with whose and embedded 

• Modal verbs to express possibility   

• Use adverbs / adverbial phrases to suggest possibility e.g. 
surely, perhaps, definitely, maybe 

• Use capital letters for abbreviations  

• Expanded noun phrases for reader impact e.g. fun-packed ride 
of your life 

• Use commas for tag phrase, in speech 

• Play with words and phrases for effect e.g alliteration, 
exaggeration 

• Use a range of sentence types 

• Punctuate with full stops, ? ! , apostrophes, inverted commas 
Spelling     
 - Use apostrophes for possession 

• Words ending in –ably and –ibly  

• Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency  

• Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffix -fy –ify 

• ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words 

• Spell words with common endings ial  –cial–tial  
Commonly misspelt words: ancient, determined, develop, 
frequently, language, profession, recommend, soldier, suggest, 
twelfth, bruise, guarantee, vehicle, yacht, immediately, bruise, 
competition, existence, explanation, leisure, muscle, persuade, 
physical, shoulder, stomach 
Handwriting:  

• Write fluently and legibly with increasing speed. 

• Write for a range of purposes and audiences confidently 
varying structures and organisation for reader and 
purpose. 

• Describe settings in detail and create atmosphere to 
engage the reader 

• Draft and improve vocab and grammar to enhance 
meaning including adding detail or taking away parts 

• Edit for grammar, spelling, effect and punctuation making 
improvements  
 

• Describe characters in detail and integrate dialogue 
appropriately (conveying characters and action) 

• Adapt levels of formality using features of selected form 
and genre and maintaining appropriately 

• Use some cohesive devices*, including use of adverbials 
within and across sentences and paragraphs so that links 
are made 

• Using verb forms accurately and appropriate tense choice 
maintained including use of modal verbs. 

• Use complex structures including the use of relative 
clauses and subordination. 

• Use some adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded 
noun phrases effectively to add detail, qualification and 
precision 

• Using range of punctuation taught in lower KS 2 mostly 
correctly. Full stops, question marks, exclamation marks 
and capitals apostrophes for omission, for singular and 
plural possession consistently 

• Punctuate  dialogue including embedded reporting clause 

• Using mostly correctly brackets, and or commas for 
parenthesis. And commas  to clarify meaning and mark 
phrases and clauses  

Spelling  

Commonly misspelt words category, definite, opportunity, 
pronunciation, relevant, restaurant, symbol, system, vegetable, 
cemetery, curiosity, lightning, recognise, rhyme, rhythm, 
disastrous, secretary, foreign, especially, desperate 



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Joining letters appropriately.                Homophones ceiling / sealing coarse/course patience/ 
patients, cereal/serial, father/farther, morning/mourning , 
guest/guessed, who’s/whose 
Handwriting:  
Maintain legibility, fluency and speed in joined handwriting 

  



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Impact 
The ultimate test of the impact of the curriculum is in whether the students know what you want them to know, and what you think they should know. To determine this, 

we check and monitor children’s learning, providing teachers and students with information about progress and analysis of deliberate  practice. We need to be able to 

fluidly use ‘checking for understanding’ techniques in the moment as well as being able to know what has been learnt and retained over time and the depth of that 

learning: 

Impact Measures  

What are we measuring? 

 • Phonological awareness  

• Phonemic awareness  

• Efficient word-analysis  

• Application of strategies to decode and comprehend new and novel texts  

• Independent comprehension monitoring  

• Phrased and fluent reading 

. Summative Testing  

Once children have passed the phonics test and can read fluently, they complete regular Star Assessment tests within this process giving a writing age and zone of proximal 

development range to ensure they are writing appropriately levelled texts in their independent writing and the develops their writing while avoiding frustration.  

Each term pupils also complete a nationally standardised test in writing and results are examined at an individual academy level and trust level. This further supports staff 

in identifying any children in need of additional support. 

Normative, standardised tests include: 

 o Phonics check throughout Year 1  

Phonics check at the end of Year 1  

 End of term Star writing tests  

For pupils in KS1, those who are struggling with writing and INAs we may choose from: PM Benchmark  or YARC 
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Oasis Academy Limeside Writing Progress Point  Year 1 

Ye
ar

  1
 

Word reading  Comprehension 

Decoding  Writing for Pleasure Prediction 
 
With support can link own 
experiences to what they 
read. 
 
Makes  predictions about 
reading: 
- from a title and front 

cover of a book. 
- on the basis of what has 

been read so far. 
 

 
 

Clarifying 
 
Discusses word meanings, 
making links to known 
vocabulary. 
 
Links events in books with 
own experiences. 
 
Uses picture clues and text 
to add to understanding. 
 
Makes some simple 
deductions with help and 
prompts 
 

Questioning  
 
Raises simple questions 
about texts they read 
and that are read to 
them. 
 
Answers simple, 
information retrieval 
questions about texts. 
 
With support begins to 
suggest cause and effect, 
motivation including why 
questions. 
 

Applies phonic knowledge 
and skills to decode words: 
Blends accurately and 
speedily using known 
graphemes 
 

Recognises when a word does 
not make sense 
 
Uses meaning to read new 
words 
 
Uses sentence structure to 
read new words 
 
Uses meaning, sentence 
structure and print flexibly 
  
Actively searches for 
information  to predict, 
confirm or attempt new 
words. 
  
Repeats words, phrases or 
sentences to check, modify, 
confirm writing and to 
improve expression. 
 

Reads common exception 
words accurately. 
 
Reads words with 
contractions e.g. I’m, 
we’ll 
 
Reads words containing 
suffixes –s, -es, - ing, -ed, 
-er ,-est 
 
Reads with  
attention to basic 
punctuation . ? ! 
 
 
Reads with confidence, 
phrasing and fluency on 
familiar texts 
 

Phonics 
Phase 2  
Phase  3 
Phase 4 
Phase 5 
 
Responds 
speedily with the 
correct sound to 
all 40+ phonemes 
 
 
Reads words of 
more than 1 
syllable using 
known GPCs 
 
Book band 
Pink 
Red 
Yellow 
Blue 
Green 
Orange 
Turquoise 

Listens to and shares a 
wide range of books. 
 
 
Chooses to read. 
 
Responds to a wider 
range of text types: 
stories, poetry, non-
fiction 
 
 
Has confidence to tackle 
texts in unfamiliar 
formats. 
 
Takes part in discussions 
about books read, taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say. 
 
Rereads books to build 
up confidence and 
fluency. 
 
Has a bank of very 
familiar known stories, 
fairytales and traditional 
tales that they can retell. 
 
Concentrates when 
writing familiar books 
independently. 
 

In texts read to them and simple texts read themselves, make inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done e.g. How a character feels, why a character does something.  
 

Summarising 
 
Links title to key events in a 
text. 
 
 
Retells main parts of stories 
in the correct sequence. 
 
 
Expresses some additional 
understanding from details in 
illustrations and diagrams 
 
Explains clearly what they 
understand with some 
precise detail. 
 

Language for effect 
 
Recognises and join in with 
predictable phrases. 
 
Talks about interesting or 
enjoyable elements of 
books and likes and dislikes 
 
 
Uses some of the language 
patterns of stories in their 
own retelling. 
 

Themes and conventions 
 
Retells familiar stories 
and rhymes and talks 
about their key features. 
 
Shows an understanding 
of elements of story: 
character, setting, events 
 
Makes simple links with 
other books e.g. 
recognises repeated 
phrases, similar 
characters, themes 
 
Begins to use some 
correct terminology to 
talk about books 

Oasis Academy Limeside Writing Progress Points  Year 4 

Word Reading  Comprehension Word Reading  Comprehension Word Reading  Comprehension 

Decoding  
Pace and fluency 

 Writing for Pleasure Decoding  
Pace and fluency 

 Writing for Pleasure Decoding  
Pace and fluency 

 Writing for Pleasure 

Draw inferences such as characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify with evidence from the text or life experience. 
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Decode most new words 
including exception words 
and notices differences 
between spelling and sound 
 
Read longer words with 
support. 
 
Use the context of a 
sentence to read unfamiliar 
words. 
 
Use knowledge of roots, 
prefixes and suffixes to read 
and understand new words 
 
Self -correct consistently 
 
Read aloud with expression 
paying attention to a range 
of punctuation & text 
layout, adjusting pace 
appropriately 
 
Read chapter books 
independently &silently. 
 
Use writing to extend 
speaking vocabulary 
 

Writing 
Age: 
9.0+ 
 

Read for a range of 
purposes 
independently. 
 
Choose appropriate 
texts with support. 
 
Demonstrate 
engagement with 
reading: 

- writing for sustained 
periods of time  

- complete books 
- engaging actively in 

book discussion 
- respond to writing in 

a written form 
 
Read a wide range of 
texts including books 
that are structured 
in different ways 
 
Express opinions 
referring to specific 
elements, likes and 
dislikes 
 

Predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 
based on: 

- content 
- simple themes 
-  text types 

 
Justify predictions 
with evidence 
 
Predict from own 
experience and prior 
knowledge of world 
 

Use dictionaries to 
check the meanings 
of words they have 
read. 
 
Make links to other 
words they know 
 
Recognise which are 
the key words/ ideas 
to understand 
 
Check things make 
sense as they read, 
rewriting at times to 
clarify understanding 
 
Explain what 
pronouns/ nouns/ 
verbs are referring 
to. 
Link adjacent 
sentences and 
references within a 
paragraph 
 
 

Ask and answer 
questions to 
improve 
understanding of a 
text. 
 
 
Identifies key words 
and passages in 
response to 
questions 
 
Participate in 
discussion about 
books that are read 
and those that they 
can read themselves. 
 

Identify main ideas 
drawn from more 
than one paragraph 
and summarise 
these. 
 
Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 
 
Visualise and 
describe the pictures 
they see in their 
head. 
 
Recognises simple 
cause and effect and 
other relationships 
 
Retells narratives in 
the correct 
sequence, drawing 
on some language 
pattern 
 

Identify language, 
structural and 
presentational 
features of texts and 
discuss how they 
contribute to the 
meaning 
.(paragraphing, 
subtitles, inverted 
commas etc.) 
 
 
Discuss words and 
phrases that engage 
the reader. 
 
 
Give explanations of 
the impact of 
language choices on 
meaning. 
 

Begin to make 
connections 
between texts. 
 
Begin to identify 
simple common 
themes in texts e.g. 
good vs evil, use of 
magical devices. 
 
 
Begin to identify 
conventions of 
different types of 
writing. 
 
Comment on the use 
of conventions in 
different types of 
writing. 
 
 

  



 
Writing  at Limeside 

Oasis Academy Limeside Writing Progress Points  Year 6 
 

 

Decoding  Writing for Pleasure Prediction Clarifying Questioning Summarising Language for 
Effect 

Themes and 
Convention 

Use a range of 
writing strategies to 
work out any 
unfamiliar word. 
 
Read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding 
through intonation, 
tone, emphasis 
and volume so that 
meaning is clear to 
an audience. 
 
Apply knowledge 
of roots, suffixes 
and prefixes and 
etymology. 
 
Uses writing to 
extend spoken 
vocabulary. 
 
Tackles unfamiliar 
and challenging 
texts with 
confidence. 
 
Reads with 
concentration for 
prolonged periods. 
 

Writing 
Age 11+ 

 
 

Make inferences drawn from across and between texts and justify with evidence. 
Use PEE (Point, Evidence, Explanation) to support inferences and provide justifications for their views 

Read a broader range of 
texts including those from 
literary heritage and more 
challenging, complex 
texts. 
 
 
Recommend books they 
have read to their peers, 
giving reasons for their 
choices. 
 
 
Demonstrate continuing 
engagement with reading: 

• writing for sustained 
periods of time  

• complete a wider 
range of more 
challenging and 
lengthier books 

• engage actively in 
book discussions 
with and without adult 
support. 

• Respond to writing in 
a written form, 
beginning to develop 
a critical stance. 
 

 

Predict what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and 
implied based 
on: 
- themes 
- conventions 
- knowledge 

about the 
author 

- genres 
 
Make 
predictions and 
incorporate 
knowledge 
based on 
context 
- historical 
- cultural 
- social 
- economic 
 

 

Give the meaning of 
words in context. 
 
Explain, elaborate 
and explore the 
meaning of words, 
phrases, references, 
book language in 
context. 
 
Distinguish between 
fact and opinion. 
 
Clarify concepts and 
ideas at sentence, 
paragraph and 
whole text level. 
 
Self-monitor 
understanding and 
concentration and 
apply strategies to 
remedy any lapses. 
 
Establish coherence: 
track ideas, 
references, tone, 
attitudes, register 
etc. through 
paragraphs and 
texts. 
 

Ask and answer 
questions to 
improve 
understanding of 
themes and 
authorial intent 
And of complex 
texts. 
 
Comments on 
interesting, 
puzzling, 
enjoyable 
aspects of 
books. 
 
Uses quotes 
when asking and 
answering 
questions. 
 
Participate in 
discussion 
about books 
building on and 
challenging 
others’ ideas. 
 

Identify and 
summarise main 
ideas from across a 
text. Drawing on 
more than 1 
paragraph 
 
Identify key details 
that support main 
ideas. 
 
Retrieve and record 
and present key 
information from 
non-fiction. 
 
Recognise and 
connect key ideas 
as they 
read.Synthesise 
ideas and their own 
opinions and 
knowledge 
 
Read for gist and 
close detail 
appropriately 
 
Visualise and 
imagine based on 
the details in texts. 
 

Discuss how 
the structural 
and 
presentational 
choices impact 
on meaning, 
theme and 
purpose. 
 
Discuss and 
evaluate texts, 
commenting on 
writers’ use of 
words, phrases 
and language 
features 
including 
figurative 
language. 
 

Identify the themes 
and conventions of 
a range of texts. 
 
Discuss/comment 
on themes and 
conventions in 
different genres 
and forms. 
 
Make comparisons 
and contrasts 
within and across 
texts. 
 
Discuss viewpoints 
(both of the author 
and fictional 
characters), within 
a text and across 
more than one text. 
 
Provide reasoned 
justifications for 
opinions about a 
book. 
 
Evaluates the 
effectiveness of a 
book in relation to 
the author’s 
purpose. 
 

 
 



 
Writing  at Limeside 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 



 


