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Welcome back to another exciting half term.

Spring is definitely in the air: our whole school 
focus is growth and the academy is buzzing with 
exciting investigations into seeds, bulbs and 
plants. We also cover many aspects of keeping 
safe, being physically and mentally healthy and 
forming positive relationships during this topic. 

Highlights for this half term include The Zulu 
Experience on Friday 8th March. This is an 
amazing showcase of African drumming, dancing 
and music-making for the whole school. To 
celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 7th 
March, we will once again be dressing as our 
favourite book characters and recommending 
books we love. We will also be celebrating Easter 
in our final assembly of the half term, on Friday 
5th April, and are expecting a surprise visit from 
the Easter Bunny.

Last half term, saw our first well-being week with 
children learning relaxation techniques and ways 
to build positive mind-sets. We were very proud 
that two of our children presented our work in this 

area at the Oldham Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Conference. They managed to get over one 
hundred professionals doing the exercises. 

Thank you to all the Reception parents and carers 
who attended the phonics workshop. Both adults 
and children learned a lot from the games and 
activities and had a great time. 

This half term we have a new menu for 
lunchtimes. Our Agents for Change from Year 5 
will be seeking feedback on the range of dishes 
from your children. Please contact Miss Giddens 
in the office if you need any information about 
school dinners. 

In staffing news, I am thrilled to announce the 
breaking news that Miss Marsland has had a 
baby boy and both mother and baby are doing 
well. Congratulations to the whole family! 
We are delighted to welcome Miss McCormick 
into Year 1M to cover Miss Marsland’s maternity 
leave. Also Miss Watson will be taking on the 
full role of SENCO over the next few months as 
Mr Lougheed will be supporting another Oasis 
academy.

As social media and online gaming becomes 
increasingly part of our children’s everyday 
life, we are very conscious of some of the risks 
children may face. When issues arise, we hope 
you find the text messages with links to online 
parents advice useful. They are also available 
on our website.

As always, thank you very much for all your 
support and if you have any questions or 
concerns please do not hesitate to contact us. 
By working together, we can give your child the 
best chances.
 
Best wishes
Miss K. Maskell

Welcome to our latest newsletter

• Easter Assembly Friday 5.4.19

•  KS 2 SATs: Week commencing 13th May

• KS 1 SATs: May 2019
• Year 1 Phonics Screening: 

 Week commencing 10th June

Important dates for your information



If you have any difficulties in getting your child to school, 
please contact Miss Giddens immediately. We will do 
whatever we can to support you. 

AttendAnce 

Tracker
How well is 
your child’s 
class doing?

Attendance to date 95.10%
Children with 

100% attendance 

this term can 

look forward to a 

special treat this 

Easter.

Help your child win ten minutes extra 
play – any class whose 
attendance is over our 
target of 96.5% earns 
extra play on Fridays.

Reception Year 1 Year 2

Year 4

Year 3

Year 5 Year 6
School Target96.5%

94.70%

93.16%

96.18%

95.68%

95.93%

96.86%

96.55%

% Attendance By End of Key 
Stage 1 (Year 2)

By End of Key 
Stage 2 (Year 6)

By End of Secondary 
School (Year 11)

95% Nearly ½ term 
missed

Nearly a whole 
term missed

Two whole terms 
missed

90% Nearly a whole 
term missed

Nearly 2 whole 
terms missed Over 1 ½ years missed

85% 1 ½ terms missed Nearly a whole 
year missed Nearly 2 years missed

80% 2 terms missed One year and one 
term missed

2 years and 2 terms 
missed

Our attendance target is 96.5%. 
Together, we can do it.



This half term we will begin to look at the 
changes that happen when winter starts to 
turn to spring. We will be exploring our nature 
garden, using gardening tools to fill and 
empty pots, and magnifying glasses to have a 
closer look at what is around us. We will also 
be planting our own flowers and hopefully 
develop our outdoor area. 

We will continue to celebrate our similarities and 
difference in our cultures and beliefs, celebrating 
St. David’s Day, Pancake Day, The Madeira 
Carnival, St. Patricks Day, Mother’s Day and 
Red Nose Day 

As our children are currently very interested in ice 
cream, we have turned the malleable area into an 
ice cream shop. This will encourage the children to 
build relationships with the adults and each other 
and develop turn taking and sharing.

2 year 
   old unit 



This term our topic is ‘People who help us’. The children 
will explore a wide range of stories and activities linked 
to people who help us both at home and in our local 
community. All work will be differentiated, and based on 
the individual needs of the children, considering their 
strengths and personal interests as appropriate.

Children will continue to learn and practise shape and number 
recognition. They will continue to learn through practical and 
tactile activities such as searching for shapes and numbers 
in sand and on treasure hunts. Pupils will count and order 
fire engines by size, and they will find the correct digits on a 
telephone to make an emergency call. 

Some pupils will begin to play dice and matching games in 
small groups as well as practically add and subtract amounts. 
We will be using a variety of sensory materials and the 
children will develop their number formation skills.

During art sessions, the children will use a range of materials 
to paint pictures of themselves and their families, and create 
junk models of emergency vehicles.

In music sessions, the children will sing songs in response 
to objects and pictures, and will be encouraged to listen for 
sounds and noises they hear in the environment.

The children will have the opportunity to develop their play 
skills on a daily basis working cooperatively alongside each 
other in roleplay situations and sharing equipment.

This term the main focus for the children is to develop their 
interaction skills with their peers. They will begin to play 
alongside each other and share toys, some children will begin 
to initiate play with others. 

The children will also be encouraged to make choices: what 
they would like to eat at snack and lunchtime, as well as 
which activities they would like to play with. 

Self-care skills will remain a focus and the children will have 
plenty of opportunities to dress up during role play.

Reception

Doctor

Police

Teacher
Fire Brigade

Mechanic



Hello to all our Nursery 
parents and carers.
The children really enjoyed our topic last half term, which was 
‘Fairy Stories’. The children learned many traditional stories 
and enjoyed repeating phrases within them, such as “Run, run 
as fast as you can!” in the Gingerbread Man story and “Who’s 
that trip-trapping over my bridge” in the Three Billy-Goats Gruff 
story. These phrases help the children to remember the stories 
and increases their enjoyment and involvement. All these skills 
are needed to become a good reader in the future and I hope 
they came home and told you all about them!

Thank you also to those parents who came to Nursery to read 
stories to the children during National Story Telling week. Over 
the week, parents, teachers and other members of staff read 
their favourite stories to the children and they all very much 
enjoyed it!

Our new topic for this half term is ‘People Who Help Us’.

The areas we will be covering are:
The clinic – dentist, baby clinic, opticians, pharmacists.
In school – Principal, deputy principal, teachers, site 
managers, cleaners and many others.
Emergency services – Fire service, police, paramedics.
Medical help for people and animals – Doctors, vets, 
nurses.
Postal service – Postmen and women, and the post office.

Please read our ‘Activities at Home’ sheet, which you will be 
given to help you with ideas to support your child’s learning at 
home.

As ever, if you have any questions about your child’s 
development and learning, please do not hesitate to speak 
with Mrs Crossan or Mrs Leech.

Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Crossan and Mrs Leech

Nursery

We are here to help



Year 2

Last half term we were learning all about Brazil! We looked at different areas of the country, and 
compared them to where we live, and wrote super sentences about the animals of the Amazon 
Rainforest. We even had our own Brazilian carnival with samba music and dancing!

This half term our topic is 'Growing' where we will be investigating parts of plants, the uses of plants and 
describing different living things. We also hope to plant some of our own seeds that we can look after.

Alongside this, we will be looking at non-fiction writing in literacy, giving information and using our 
persuasive writing to write instructions. In Maths, we will be looking at developing our addition and 
subtraction skills by answering word problems and missing number problems, as well as telling the time to 
half past the hour. We will also be continuing with our counting forwards and backwards to 100.

We ask that book bags are in school every day for daily independent 
and guided reading sessions. Please help your child practice their 
phonics and reading every day. Brain buster books and spellings 
will continue to be sent home on a Friday. We can see a big 
difference with children who are regularly completing their home 
learning, just 10 minutes a day can really help consolidate skills 
and accelerate progress.

As usual, we ask that PE kits (white t-shirt, black shorts and 
pumps) are left in school for the half term.

If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to any of 
the Year 1 team at the end of the day.

Thank you for your continued support, we look forward to 
a brilliant half term!
Miss Brisk, Miss McCormick and the Year 1 team

Year 1 This half term our 

topic is G
rowing

The 
process of 
planting 

seeds

This half term, as we enter into spring, Year 2 are learning all about growing.

We will be planting seeds in different conditions and watching 
them grow. We will make careful observations in science and 
consider different aspects of living things. We will look at how 
our bodies grow and how our families nurture us. This theme 
will continue in art, when we will make collages of plants, 
flowers and trees.  

In English, we are looking at adventure stories about people 
going on journeys to unusual places and we will then become 
authors of our own adventure stories. Year 2 will write 
information texts about living things, using their new learning to 
help them.

This is a really important time for the children to work hard 
in the run up to their SATs tests. We will be spending lots of 
time improving our maths in lessons, tests and with practise 
on computers. Any extra help with maths at home is greatly 
appreciated!

It is also very important that each child is on time every 
morning, reads at home daily, completes their Brain buster and 
spelling homework each week and has a full PE kit in school. 

If you have any questions, we are always available after 
school. 
Thank you for your continued support.
The Year 2 Team



Spring is on its way and this half term we will be focusing our 
learning on growing and personal development. 

We will be continuing with experiments in science, to discover the 
best growing conditions for plants. We will be making predictions, 
changing variables and observing outcomes over time. We will also 
be investigating how we can live healthy lives and about oral hygiene. 

In literacy, we will be reading mystery stories and investigating clues 
within these. This will help us write our very own mystery story.  We 
will develop our poetry skills further by researching and creating a 
shape poem. We will also be writing an information leaflet about how 
to live a healthy life. 

In maths we will continue to apply and build upon our fractions 
knowledge as well as secure the use of multiplication and division. 
We will also be calculating with money. 

Your child will need a PE kit in school every week, and will need 
suitable footwear and clothing for outdoor PE. Due to weather and 
other factors, please leave PE kits in school until the end of the term, 
as this will allow us to make the most of the sunshine between the 
days of rain.

Spellings will be sent home every Monday and the children will be 
tested on Friday. Homework is given out on Tuesday (reading comp) 
Wednesday (Maths) and Thursday (English) Each of these are due to 
be handed in the following day. Home reading books are changed on 
a Friday. Year 3 know that if they have any issues they can come and 
see us before it is due in. 

We look forward to another brilliant term and thank you for your 
support.

The Year 3 team

Year 3

Personal
Development

M
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Predictions

Poetry

Fractions

Variables

Growth

This half term, Year 4 will be learning all about growing.

We will be growing our own plants from seeds in the classroom 
and using this to help us to understand the most suitable 
conditions for growth. In Science, we will also be learning 
all about skeletons, and why we need them.

The children will be studying and writing 
stories focusing on moral dilemmas 
in English, as well as writing an 
explanation text about the life 
cycle of a stickleback fish. 
We will be creating forest scenes 
using a variety of different textured 
materials in art, and are learning about 
measure, perimeter and shape in maths.

We will be building on our hockey skills in P.E. and the 
children will continue their French and Music studies. 

Please ensure that full P.E. kits are in school each week, and that 
homework and book reviews are completed on time. 

Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Williams

YEAR 4

GROWING OUR 

OWN PLANTS



Year 6
Last term saw a huge effort from all the children in year 6, with almost 
all the class arriving at 8:30 to practise their maths.  Well done year 6!

A big thank you for all the support that is given at home - I am seeing 
quality homework where children have clearly invested a great deal of time 
and effort.  As a guidance, in preparation for SATs, children should aiming 
for regular homework or revision each evening, ideally done in a quiet 
place and as part of a daily routine.  Again - thank you - I know most 
pupils have already started this.
 
This term our topic is growing, this will allow us to look at area and 
perimeter in daily life as well as patterns and sequences that can be found 
in nature.  In English we are continuing with persuasive writing as well as 
looking at the use of language in adverts, while in Science we will continue 
with light then start our unit on animals, including humans.

P.E. is on a Monday afternoon, and children must bring their normal kit: 
white tops and black shorts as well as warm clothes if we go outside.

This term, Year 5 will continue to develop their understanding 
of growing. 

They will be looking at the human body in terms of circulation, 
digestion, organs, respiration and the reproduction of animals and 
birds. Children will learn how to keep themselves safe and healthy. 
In art, they will be drawing and modelling sculptures of the human 
body using different mediums. 

In maths, the class will deepen their understanding of fractions, 
decimals and percentages. They will learn about practical, real life 
problems involving shape, measures, capacity and area. A key 
priority will be developing speed, flexibility and confidence in using 
calculation skills in real life contexts.  

In English, the main topics will involve looking at persuasive writing 
and arguments, linked to healthy living. There will be a strong 
focus on developing more sophisticated sentence structures. 
Children should learn to spell the following commonly misspelt 
words: bruise, competition, existence, explanation, leisure, muscle, 
persuade, physical, shoulder, stomach, alongside their regular 
spelling patterns. We will also be working on film scripts including 
filming our own short films, which is sure to be a highlight.

Swimming continues on Thursday mornings, with a further session 
of PE on Tuesday pm (5H) or Wednesday pm (5B) Please make 
sure that your child has outdoor kit in school all week, as it allows 
flexibility with the changeable weather.

Thank you for your continued support.
Mr Howarth and Miss Barrow.

Year 5
CIRCULATION

RESPIRATION

DIGESTION

ORGANS



Bright Smiles is our ‘before and after’ school care club. 
Morning sessions are held in the school canteen where the 
children are able to purchase a breakfast if they wish and 
a selection of quieter activities are available i.e. colouring, 
reading, board games and jigsaws. 

In the afternoon sessions, children will be encouraged 
to take part in a variety of activities. These might include 
drawing, reading, painting, playing games, outdoor and 
indoor sports, ICT, role-play, sand and water play, bikes etc... 

A quiet area and assistance will be available for any child 
who would like to complete homework tasks. 

The overall aim of Bright Smiles is to make each session a 
stimulating and enjoyable experience for the children while 
recognizing that there will be times when they might prefer 
to do something quiet or passive. The club is suitable for 
children from nursery to year 6.

Before and after school care club
Bright Smiles

Spring Two
To further enrich the children’s lives at 
the Academy, children are encouraged to 
participate in extra-curricular activities.

Monday Choir 
All students 3.15 – 4.00pm Streetcheer KS2 3.15 – 4.30pmTuesday Fitkids 
KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Streetcheer KS1 3.15 – 4.30pm Phonics Boosters KS1 3.15 – 4.30pmWednesday Recorders KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Chinese 

KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Strategy Games KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Dungeons and Dragons KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Maths/English Boosters KS1 3.15 – 4.30pmThursday Dodgeball KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Minecraft KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Football 
KS2 3.15 – 4.30pm Imagineering and Phonics Reception 3.15 – 4.30pm

EXTRA
Curricular

Activities

4th March - 5th April 2019


