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Welcome back to our final term of this year and as usual it 
already promises to be a very busy one.

Well done to Year 2 and Year 6 for their excellent attitude to 
their SATs. Everyone is incredibly proud of all the children: their 
hard work and determination to do the very best they could was 
impressive. Good luck also to Year 1, who are just about to do 
their phonics screening. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our parents and carers for the help and support you 
have given your children - it really makes a difference.

Although short, notable highlights from last term included the 
dodgeball team coming third in the borough finals. Already this 
term Year 4 have re-enacted Roman battles during their trip to 
Castleshaw and all the Early Years children have enjoyed learning 
about insects and reptiles with some very special visitors!

Still to look forward to this term is Year 5 and 6 clarinet players’ 
performance at the Oldham Music Festival and some Key 
Stage 1 children representing Oasis Limeside at the sport 
participation festival at the Manchester School Games. 

There are still some places available for Nursery in September. 
Please contact the main office if you are interested.

Dates for your diary 
11.6.19 and 12.6.19 - Reception open days
18.6.19 - Nursery open day
10.7.19 - Sports Day (weather permitting)
12.7.19 - Reports to parents
16.7.19 - FS and KS 1 Presentation Assembly
17.7.19 - KS 2 Presentation Assembly
19.7.19 - Leavers Assembly

As always please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns. Thank 
you for all your support this year.

Best wishes
K.A. Maskell
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Autumn term
4th September 
School is closed on Friday 18th October 
2019 for staff training

Half term break:
Closes Friday 25th October 2019 at 
3.15pm – opens Monday 04th November 
2019 at 8.45am.

Christmas Holidays:
Closes Thursday 19th December 2019 
at 3.15pm - opens Monday 6th January 
2020 at 8.45am

Spring term
6th January
Half term break:
Closes Friday 14th February 2020 at 
3.15pm - opens Monday 24th February 
2020 at 8.45am

Easter 2020 Holidays:
Closes Friday 03rd April 2020 at 3.15pm 
– opens Monday 20th April 2020 at 
8.45am

Summer term
20th April
Bank Holiday 04th May 2020

Half term break:
Closes Friday 22nd May 2020 at 3.15pm 
– opens Monday 01st June 2020 at 
8.45am

Summer Holidays:
Closes Friday 17th July 2020 at 3.15pm – 
opening to be confirmed

School Holiday pattern
For your information here is the holiday pattern 
for next year. We do not authorise any holidays 
outside the holidays show here.

The Academy opens on Wednesday 04th 
September 2019 at 8.45am to children.



2 year old unit 
In the final half term we will be preparing 
the children for their transition into nursery, 
or their new schools. We will be promoting 
independence, encouraging the children to 
do more for themselves. This will include 
using the toilet, putting on their own coats, 
and peeling their own fruits such as oranges 
and bananas. The children will visit the Oasis 
Limeside nursery regularly with the 2 year 
room staff, and will eventually spend a short 
period of time there with their new teachers. 

Due to the continuing interest of the plants 
that are growing in our garden, and the recent 
visit from the Creepy Crawly Roadshow. We 
will continue to learn about the outdoors, and 

the insects and 
animals that 
live around 
us. We have 
recently noticed 
lots of insects in our 
garden including Butterflys, 
Bees, Flies and Spiders. We will be busy 
producing artwork of these insects. We will 
also be using the immersive room to imagine 
we are the Hungry Caterpillar. We will be 
wriggling round and tasting the fruits that he 
eats on his journey to becoming a Butterfly. 
These fruits will include the Strawberries that 
we have carefully looked after over the last 
few months. 



Reception arrrrrre ready to set sail on the seven seas 
for their new Pirates topic! We will think of people in 
our family that we treasure and understand why others 
treasure us. We will continue to think about giving to 
others - linked to the story ‘The Pirates Next Door.’ We 
will transform our classroom into a seascape with sea 
creatures and a beach role play area. 

As Authors we will read fiction and use pirate stories to 
inspire our learning. We will also read non-fiction books about 
real life pirates and their adventures. We will write about the 
things that we treasure and describe what we might find on 
a treasure island. We will write and draw treasure maps and 
send messages in bottles.

As Mathematicians we 
will investigate and solve 
problems using money 
as well as using our Pirate 
doubloons to add and subtract. We will use 
vocabulary that links to measuring and 
weighing. We will use ‘Ten Little 
Pirates’ to help us find ways to 
make 10 and 20.

As Scientists we will 
investigate floating 
and sinking with 
our Pirate ships.

As Historians we will discover that Pirates really existed and 
find out about some of the adventures of the real life Pirates 
in history.

As Geographers we will look at places around the world 
where the pirates may have sailed to in search of treasure.

As Musicians we will learn some Pirate songs and sea 
shanties.

As Designers we will create a Pirate ship role play area for our 
Outdoor Area. We will design and build our own Pirate ships.

As Artists we will transform our classroom into a seascape 
and decorate it with fish and mermaids

As Computer Scientists we will program the Beebots 
to move around a treasure island and find x marks 
the spot.



Hello to all our parents and carers of nursery children!

The children really enjoyed last term’s topic of ‘mini beasts’. They were 
all very enthusiastic about finding out about all the different creatures 
that you may find in the garden. We also learned about the noises they 
make, what they eat and how they move. Our caterpillars have now 
hatched out of their chrysalis’s and are now beautiful butterflies. This 
was a great source of excitement!

Yesterday we had a visit from the ‘Creepy Crawly Show’. The children 
observed and sometimes handled (if they wished to) lots of different 
creatures, including stick insects, butterflies and a snake. The 
presenters commented on how well the children listened and behaved 
during the show and how much they had learned.

This half-terms topic is PIRATES!
The areas we will be covering are-
Pirate words and sayings
Pirate stories
Role play pirates
Pirate songs
Treasure maps
Designing a pirate

Please see our ‘Activities at Home’ sheet for more information.

Thank-you for all your support this year. We wish those
children who are moving to reception in September
a very happy time in their new class.

We will be holding a parents evening
during this half term when we can 
discuss their transition to Reception. 
We will give details of this soon.

Thank you for a lovely year!

Mrs Crossan, Mrs Leech and 
Mrs Donohoe

Nursery
Pirates

Stories

Songs

Maps



Year 2

Year 1
We had a fantastic time last half term when 
we read lots of exciting stories, such as The 
Gruffalo and Beegu. We even became authors 
when we wrote stories about our own monsters 
during literacy. In Maths, the children loved 
buying items when we role-played being in a 
shop and have been mastering telling the time 
to o’clock and half past. The children have made 
fantastic progress in all their learning and we are 
very proud of their efforts!

In phonics, the children have been practising their 
sounds by reading a variety of real and ‘alien’ words. 
Thank you to all who completed their phonics home 
learning over the holidays, we can really see a 
difference in those children who have been regularly 
practising their phonics at home. Please continue 
to practice them in preparation for our Phonics 

Screening Test. We look forward to seeing the 
fantastic progress the children have made.

This half term we are learning all about the Seaside. 
We will be studying what animals live there, what it 
is like there, and how it has changed from the past. 
In Literacy, we are going to be reading a variety of 
stories set at the seaside and even creating our 
own seaside information leaflets. In Maths, we are 
going to be mastering and consolidating all of the 
skills we have developed this year ready for Year 2 
in September. We are going to begin developing our 
multiplication and division skills too. 

If you have any pictures of your child at the seaside 
that you wouldn’t mind sharing with the class, please 
feel free to send them in to go on our topic table. 

Homework and spellings will continue to be sent out 
on Friday and we ask that children please bring in 
a school P.E. kit (white top, dark shorts and pumps) 
which can be kept in their locker for the half term.

As usual if you have any questions, please speak to 
a member of the Year 1 team.

We will also be visiting Daisy Nook to find the 
Gruffalo in the next few weeks, which we are all very 
excited about! 

Thank you for your continued support, we look 
forward to a super half term!

Miss Brisk, Miss McCormick and the Year One 
Team

Year 2 did extremely well last term in their SATS tests. They 
worked very hard and we are so incredibly proud of them!

Our Topic for this half term is 'Our World and Beyond'. We will be 
learning about how to look after our planet, the effects of rubbish 
in our environment and how we can help to care for our planet 
by recycling. To link this to habitats, we will be investigating and 
observing different types of mini beasts in our garden and finding 
out what they eat and what they do. 

We will also be learning about local parks and how people use 
them for different purposes. We will be planning a visit to Copster 
Hill Park, where your child will be able to observe the uses of 
the park for different age groups, identify features of a park and 
observe the effects of pollution. 

In English, we are learning about features of extended stories. 
The story we are focusing on as a class is Roald Dahl's, 'The 
Magic Finger'. Children will explore writing in the first person, 
identify patterns in the story, describe characters and will then 
use these skills to create their own Magic Finger stories. 

In Maths, we are continuing to practise all skills in addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division with money, measure and 
real life word problems. Children will be given opportunities to 
problem solve both independently and with others. We will also 
explore fractions and categorise 3D shapes.

Please may we take this opportunity to remind you that your child 
must have a full PE kit in school at all times. It is also essential 
your child reads regularly and brings their book bags daily. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Watson, Miss Cotton and the Year 2 Team.



In our final term, Year 3 will move away from Earth and take an 
adventure into Outer Space! 

In Science and Topic, we will study the fascinating topic of our World and 
beyond. We will learn about the different planets, galaxies and the Milky 
Way, as well as researching the historical event of the first man landing on 
the moon! Year 3 will also investigate light and dark and identify the four 
seasons and the regular changes in sunlight and weather associated with 
them in the U.K. Our Art will link to this topic as we create our own space 
masterpieces. 

In Literacy, we will read the fantasy text, Alice in Wonderland, studying 
characters and settings from the story. Children will then create their 
own fantasy characters and write their own adventures. We will also be 
investigating persuasive writing using a range of media. 

As we approach the end of Year 3, it is expected that your child knows 
all their times tables up to x8, including division facts. Please ensure 
spellings are learned thoroughly by your child and can be used in 
sentences. Full kit is needed for PE (if both the indoor and outdoor kit 
is left in school, kit allows us to adapt lessons to the weather). As the 
weather gets warmer, children need their water bottles every day. If you 
have any queries please do not hesitate to see us at the end of the school 
day, in the KS2 yard.

Thank you for your continued support.

This half term, year 4 will be looking into the relationships 
between humans and the sea. We will be looking at the 
effects that the sea has on humans, and also how humans 
can affect the sea. We will be researching where the world’s 
Oceans and seas are located, the different ways that 
people use the sea (for food, energy and recreation) and 
the effects that we have had on the sea, such as natural 
disasters and over fishing. We will also be looking at ways 
to protect the coastline from the effects of coastal erosion 
and ways to look after ourselves when near the coast.

In literacy we will be focusing on writing a fantasy story based 
around the sea. We will be studying The Little Mermaid to help 
us gather ideas and inspiration. We will be using descriptive 
language to write character description and will be adapting 
and predicting the plot using our own ideas. We will also be 
writing a non- fiction text using our persuasive language and 
research skills to plan and write a presentation to try and 
convince other people to save energy. 

Science will again continue with our coastal theme. We are 
going to experiment with electrical circuits and will make a 
model lighthouse with a flashing light. We will also look into the 
different methods of renewable energy. 

In maths, we are looking at solving one and two step problems 
involving capacity, 2D and 3D shapes and also data 

handling. We will continue to focus on solving 
a range of problems using the 4 operations. 
Please ensure your child continues to learn 
their times tables up to 12 x 12.
 
Swimming kits and P.E. kits need to be 
bought in each week. We will continue to go 
swimming on a Thursday and will have an 
outside P.E. lesson every Wednesday. 

Please ensure that homework, book reviews 
and spellings are completed each week.

Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Williams

YEAR  4



Year 6
“Proud” – one word alone describes our feelings towards year 6.

The children have worked incredibly hard this year, particularly for 
the past few months. We set the challenge and the whole class 
responded so positively! Well done.

It’s now back to normality - exam week is finally over and we are 
returning to a full curriculum. Our enquiry question this term is “Why 
should we care about Natural Disasters?” We will be exploring the 
different types, their impact on people and the environment and 
where they occur.

In English our focus is on writing across different genres, allowing 
children to apply all their skills and build an evidence portfolio for 
their statutory assessment. Maths lessons will shift to investigations, 
solving problems and dealing with real life contexts, whilst ensuring 
the core numeracy skills that children need for secondary school. 
In Science we are looking at the human body - specifically different 
systems such as digestive, circulatory, etc. We will be doing athletics 
for P.E. which takes place on a Monday or Friday afternoon, however 
there may be other opportunities during the week, therefore children 
should have their P.E. kits every day; this includes: white tops and 
black shorts.

Well done again!

Mr Kelsall and Miss Maskell

It’s the final term, and Year 5 are working 
hard in preparation for the move up to Year 6. 

This term, the children will be very busy in 
many different areas. Our topic for this term is 
‘Rain forests’. In English, we will be studying 
non-chronological reports and story writing, all 
in relation to our topic.  Our Maths focus will be 
looking at graphs and data collection, linking it to 
athletics to evaluate our performance.  We will 
also be deepening our understanding of capacity 
and volume. Science lessons will focus on forces 
as we look to discover grip, up-thrust and ways 
to make our effort move big things. In Art, we will 
look at using powder paint to depict scenes from 
the rain forests. Finally, in PE we will be honing 
our skills and tactics in dance and athletics. 

Please ensure that children have their indoor 
and outdoor PE kits in every day as PE days can 
change this term to suit the weather.

Mr Howarth and Miss Barrow.

Year 5

animals

people

Rain forest



Bright Smiles is our ‘before and after’ school care club. 
Morning sessions are held in the school canteen where the 
children are able to purchase a breakfast if they wish and 
a selection of quieter activities are available i.e. colouring, 
reading, board games and jigsaws. 

In the afternoon sessions, children will be encouraged 
to take part in a variety of activities. These might include 
drawing, reading, painting, playing games, outdoor and 
indoor sports, ICT, role-play, sand and water play, bikes etc... 

A quiet area and assistance will be available for any child 
who would like to complete homework tasks. 

The overall aim of Bright Smiles is to make each session a 
stimulating and enjoyable experience for the children while 
recognizing that there will be times when they might prefer 
to do something quiet or passive. The club is suitable for 
children from nursery to year 6.

Before and after school care club
Bright Smiles

Summer Two
To further enrich the children’s lives at 
the Academy, children are encouraged to 
participate in extra-curricular activities.

Monday: Choir 
All Students 3:15 - 4:00pm

 StreetCheer 
KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm

Tuesday: StreetCheer 
KS1 3:15 - 4:30pm

 Y5/6 Oldham Coliseum drama club KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Fun and games 

KS1 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Minecraft 

KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Dungeons and Dragons KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
Wednesday: Recorders 

KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Chinese 

KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Oldham Hub Strategy Club KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Art and craft 

KS1 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Horrible Histories  KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
Thursday: Football 

KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm
 Dodgeball 

KS2 3:15 - 4:30pm

EXTRA
Curricular

Activities

10th June – 12th July 2019


