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Welcome to our second autumn term newsletter
This is a very busy term as we begin new
topics, based around local history and
national heritage. Children will build on the
great progress so far and prepare for the
many exciting Christmas events.
Thank you for the great attendance at
Parent’s Evening. We truly value your
partnership. Together we can help all our
children continue to make excellent progress.
Thank you for completing the parental
questionnaire. We always take your feedback
and suggestions very seriously.
We will be holding the official opening of
our new immersive room on 28th November
including a visit from the Mayor. The
construction of the room is now complete. It
is truly amazing and will transport children
virtually to a wide range of environments with
sound and even smells, bringing them to life.
We are thrilled by the opportunities this offers
for all local children’s learning and grateful to
Oldham Council for funding this innovative
resource.

Our Year 5 classes and some choir members
sang at the INSPIRE commemoration of
100 years since the end of World War 1 at
Manchester Cathedral. Well done to everyone
involved on a very moving and heartfelt
performance.
A new Parent Gym course is beginning
with a taster session on 14th November,
followed by six more sessions on consecutive
Wednesdays. Parents, who attended the
previous course, found it very useful and
enjoyed the opportunity to share experiences
with each other. Please contact Ms Slater in
reception if you would like to join the group.
There are still some spaces available.
Thank you everyone for all the contributions
you sent for our harvest celebration to
support Oldham’s Foodbank. As always your
generosity was amazing.
Our attendance class challenge continues
with 3T leading the way, closely followed by
1B in second. Every day counts in school: any
absence results in gaps in children’s learning
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and the need to catch up on missed concepts.
If a child has an attendance rate of 95%, it
equates to nearly a whole term of missed
school by the end of Key Stage 2.
Here are the key Christmas dates for your
diary:
18.12.18
Christmas lunch
19.12.18
FS and KS1 Nativity am and pm
20.12.18
Carol Service am
Christmas parties pm
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for your continued support.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any concerns or questions.
Best wishes
Miss K. Maskell

2 yearold unit
During this term, some of our three year old chi
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into nursery. Information will follow for those chi
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During this term, some of our three year old children
will begin to transition into nursery. Information will
follow for those children and parents.
Over the next six weeks, we have lots of exciting
things to look forward to. Throughout this term, we
will be learning about different festivals from around
the world. We will be celebrating them within our

unit in a variety of ways. We will be trying authentic
foods and getting creative, making a variety of
decorations. As well as listening to different music.
During our music and rhyme session on a Friday. We
will provide the children with an opportunity to take
part in different cultural dances, and play instruments
from a variety of countries.

Diwali
Easter
Eid
Ramadan

Vaisakhi

Hanukkah

Christmas

Reception
We would like to give you all a warm welcome
back after a lovely, restful break.
Reception pupils have come back excited and
ready to learn all about our new topic ‘Houses and
Homes!’
We will be exploring a range of different living
environments across the world, and finding out
what houses were like in the past and predicting
what houses will be like in the future. Across the
half term, we will be learning all about stories
related to houses and homes, including The Three
Little Pigs, a Squash and a Squeeze and Hovis
the Hedgehog. As well as exploring houses and
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homes, we will also be celebrating Bonfire Night,
Remembrance Day and Christmas. Children will
have the opportunity to be part of the Christmas
Nativity and will be learning songs and dances to
perform in the show.
We will continue to learn about how to look after
our bodies by starting our new teeth brushing
scheme. Children will have the opportunity to
brush their teeth every day for 2 minutes at school,
this will be done in fun and exciting ways to
encourage children to continue to brush their teeth
twice a day at home in the morning and before
bedtime.
Miss White and Mr Walker
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Nursery
Welcome back to all our Nursery children, parents and
carers!
The children are now settling in well to the Nursery setting.
They all enjoyed the topic of ‘colour’, which we covered during
the last half term. We did lots of art work which is displayed
around the nursery. You are welcome to look at these with
your child when you come to bring or collect your child. Also,
each of the children painted a poppy which was made into a
large display, along with those made by the Reception children
and those in Key Stage 1. We intend to make a display of
our poppies in the Nursery to commemorate the 100-year
anniversary of World War 1.
This half term our new topic is - Houses And Homes.
The areas we will be covering are:
• My Home
• The 3 Little Pigs
• Homes from Different Cultures
• Animal Homes
• The Night Before Christmas
• Christmas at Home
Please see our ‘NEW LOOK ‘Activities at Home’ sheet which
we will be handing to everyone. On there you will find ideas
for working at home with your child. On the reverse you
will find a rhyme, a recipe for playdough and a link to
a song on the BBC which you may find useful.

This half term we are going to start our ‘Tooth-brushing’
scheme with the children, which you have signed permission
for. We will be helping the children to brush their teeth once
every day. Please don’t forget to carry on your usual toothbrushing regime at home. Our once- a –day brushing is
designed to supplement home brushing to improve the dental
health of the children.
Please remember to enjoy reading stories together! This will
help to foster a love of books, which is going to have a huge
impact in helping your child to learn to read. If you haven’t
done so already, we recommend that you join the library so
that your child can experience a wide range of books.
As always, please do not hesitate to come and speak with any
member of staff if you have any questions or concerns about
your child’s learning or development. You are always welcome
to our Friday Achievement Assembly which is at 9 am in the
upstairs hall. From time to time, your child may receive an
award which will be presented in Assembly. We always try to
inform you of this if possible before Friday.
Thank-you for your support,
Mrs Crossan, Mrs Burton, Mrs Leech and Miss Gill.

Year1

What a fantastic start to the year we had last half
term! We have had our own bear hunt, visited
New York, India, the South Pole and Greece in our
topic lessons, retold adventure stories in literacy
and perfected our addition skills in numeracy.
We have all had a brilliant time and made huge
progress. Well done!
This half term we will be learning ‘All About
Me’. We will be using maps to look at our
local area in topic and will be learning
about different materials in science.
In literacy, we will be focusing on
characters in stories, describing
what they look like and how they
behave, before moving onto
recounts and Christmas
poetry. In numeracy, the
children will be working
on their subtraction skills
and beginning to look
at different shapes and
measures.

Year2
As usual, PE kits will need to brought
into school and kept in school for the

Last half term, the children settled into Year 2 nicely and are progressing well.
We enjoyed learning all about castles, retelling traditional tales and even creating
our own clay tiles of a castle wall in art. We really enjoyed our trip to Clitheroe
Castle and are currently writing recounts to tell someone what we did there, in our
literacy lessons!

This half term the children are learning about what it used to be like at our school and
Limeside in the past, where will be writing an information book. If you attended the
school in the past and have any old photos, reports or school books you would like
to share, please do send them in. We are looking at developing our addition and
subtraction skills as well as beginning multiplication and division.
It is really important at this time that all children read their book every night with an
adult to check that they read the book correctly and to improve fluency. Please
let us know how they have progressed in their home reading diary. This will help
maintain their progress in reading alongside other subjects. Spellings and ‘brain
buster’ homework will continue go home on a Friday to be returned to school on
the following Thursday. Furthermore, please make sure your child has their PE
kit (black or navy shorts, white top and pumps) in their locker for P.E. this half
term.
As always, if you have any questions contact any member of the Year 2
team. Thank you for your continued support!
Miss Cotton and Miss Watson.

remainder of the half term. Spellings and brain
buster books will be sent home weekly. We have
had some fantastic home learning brought in and
we can really tell the children have made huge
progress. We will also send out logins for SumDog
so your child can have access at home and
practise their maths skills through fun games!
As always, if you have any problems or questions
please do not hesitate to ask any of the Year 1
team after school.
Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Marsland, Miss Brisk and the
Year One Team
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Year 3
We have a brilliant term ahead of us.

We will be learning all about our heritage and the area in which we
live. We will focus on researching how Hollinwood has changed and
developed since the Victorian times.
In literacy, we will be learning how to write our very own plays and
poems. We will also develop our delivery skills to perform these plays
and poems to our class.
Our maths work will build upon what we learnt last half term and we
will develop our multiplying and dividing skills. We will also be learning
how to interpret data and create graphs, and begin to develop our
understanding of fractions.
Our science topic for this half term will be materials. We will
investigate the properties of materials and why they are used for
different things. We will carry out a range of different experiments and
record our findings in different ways.
Your child will need a PE kit in school every week, and will need
suitable footwear and clothing for outdoor PE. It is now colder so
please have the appropriate kit.
Spellings will be sent home every Monday and the children will be
tested on Friday. Home work is given out on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday to completed for the following day. The home reader books
are handed out by Tuesday and due in for the following Monday.
We look forward to a brilliant half term and thank you for your
support - Mr Tierney and Mr

Year4
This half term, Year 4 will be
focussing on our heritage, and what
it means to be a citizen of Oldham.
We will be comparing different areas
of Oldham, and looking at how
Hollinwood came to be as it is now. We
will study the use of land in our area,
and how it has changed in the last 100
years. We will find out which industries
developed in the area, and what
happened to them. We will be using a
range of maps to study the area, and
compare them to aerial photographs,
to investigate changes.
In literacy, we will be writing our own
play scripts. We will be studying the
features of play scripts, and read
examples of popular fairy tales as
plays. As well as play scripts, we will
be developing our extended writing
and grammar skills by reading and
writing a fictional tale, set in Victorian
England. We will also be linking our
literacy to our topic lessons, by writing
poems about the local area.

Our science lessons will be focussed
around rocks and materials. This will
link with our topic work about the
local area. We will be investigating
which materials would be best suited
to various parts of a house. We
will be carrying out many different
experiments and will be recording our
results accurately using tables and
graphs.
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Multiplication and division skills will be
the focus within our maths work this
half term. Data handling will also be
covered, and will be used across the
curriculum in our science and topic
work.
We will be working on our basketball
skills in outdoor P.E, and gymnastic
sequences in indoor P.E, which will
take place every Wednesday and
Thursday, so please ensure full P.E. kits
are in school.
Many thanks for your continued
support - Miss Williams
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Year 5

Last half term the children settled quickly and made lots of progress,
they have all made an excellent start to Year 5. We were busy painting
African landscapes, preserving food and looking all about explorers.

This half term, Year 5 will be answering the question “What does it mean
to be a citizen of Britain?” We will be looking at the Windrush Movement,
how the government works and the key things that identify us as being
British.
We will be studying printed art and repeating patterns as a project. In
literacy, we are examining scary story writing, and your children will
have to write a scary story all about the school. We will also be covering
explanation texts. In science, we will be learning all about states of
matter (gas, liquids and solids). Maths will focus on the key areas of
shape, measuring and multiplication.
Last, but not least, PE this term will be basketball and gymnastics.
We ask that all children have indoor and outdoor kits as the weather is
getting cold and we will go out as much as we can to do PE.
Homework rota
Homework type
English/spellings
Maths
Comprehension
Home reader book review

Handed out
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday

Handed in.
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Friday

Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Barrow and Mr Howarth

British Cit
izenship

Year 6
What a great start: we have already
outlined the challenges for the year
ahead and the children have responded
positively with high levels of motivation.
This half term we are starting our heritage
topic, and will be thinking about what
it means to be a British citizen. This
will overlap to different areas of the
curriculum, from looking at maps of Britain
and the Commonwealth, to exploring
the suffragette movement. In Maths we
are deepening our understanding of the
four operations: addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division. As well as
developing quick and efficient methods of
calculating, we will also be learning how
to secure written processes, then moving
on to fractions and decimals. To practise
mental fluency, children can play games
at www.sumdog.com. They can learn new
skills or revise existing ones using www.
doodlemaths.com. For homework they

will also have workbooks. Just 20 minutes
a day on any of these can significantly
develop children’s mathematical skills.

In literacy, pupils are learning to engage
their reader in their written work by bringing
their characters to life through speech,
actions, descriptions and settings. They will
learn how to manipulate sentences. After
looking at narrative, we will investigate
reports and explanations to compare and
contrast. In our science work, we are
looking at microorganisms (whilst learning
to take accurate readings from a range of
different instruments), and then starting
evolution and inheritance.
Swimming continues until Christmas,
however, children should also have their
normal P.E. kit in school at all times.
Well done everyone on a fantastic start
to Year 6! Mr Kelsall & Miss Maskell

g

eadin

 r
Map

Suffragettes

Br igh t Smiles
Before and after school care club

Bright Smiles is our ‘before and after’ school care club.
Morning sessions are held in the school canteen where the
children are able to purchase a breakfast if they wish and
a selection of quieter activities are available i.e. colouring,
reading, board games and jigsaws.
In the afternoon sessions, children will be encouraged to take
part in a variety of activities. These might include drawing,
reading, painting, playing games, outdoor and indoor sports,
ICT, role-play, sand and water play, bikes etc...
A quiet area and assistance will be available for any child who
would like to complete homework tasks.
The overall aim of Bright Smiles is to make each session a
stimulating and enjoyable experience for the children while
recognizing that there will be times when they might prefer
to do something quiet or passive. The club is suitable for
children from nursery to year 6.
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EXTRA

Curricular
Activities

Monday:
Tuesday:

Choir

All students

Streetcheer

KS 2

Horrible Histor

ies
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KS 2

Wednesday: Th
eatre Dance

KS 2

Recorders

KS 1/2

Football

KS 1

Badminton

KS 2

Minecraft

Friday:

KS 2

Water colourin
g Cl

ub

Dodgeball

KS 2
KS 1

Strategy Gam

Thursday:
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participate in extra

KS 1
KS 2

3.15 – 4.00pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3:15 – 4:30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm
3.15 – 4.30pm

